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JOHN BIRCH IN UNIFORM 


The campaign to enlist police departments as the 
strong arm of a fanatical political creed is corruf- 
tion at its worst by Arnold Forster 


L ocal law enforcement has never been These are the concerns of the John 
more in the news or under such close Birch Society, and were its concerns when 

scrutiny. Newspapers headline accusations the "Support Your Local Police" program 

^ ‘”^'of-|>oliee brutality, of alleged racial ’dis- began — kicked -off with generous praise 

crimination. Policemen are pilloried and for the handling of Negro demonstrators 

criticized— with and without adequate by the Birmingham, Alabama police, then 

justification. It is a time of tension, under fire from civil rights groups and 

anxiety, and social change. And in this federal authorities. The Society's praise 

time of awesome problems, respomibili- included lauding the department’s use of 

ties and needs, police departments across police dogs. 

the nation are being wooed by a seeming- During the "long hot summer" of 1964, 
ly sympathetic friend offering solace and as more and more Negro communities 
solution. confronted police in civil rights demon- 

The "friend” is the John Birch Society, strations, and demands for civilian review 

The solution is voiced simply, in a catch boards increased, the Birch Society stepped 

slogan typical of all extreme right wing up its drive and at the same time began 

solutions — "Support Your Local Police” to recruit policemen — using as its lure 

The campaign, launched two years ago opposition to civilian review boards, 

in the Society’s monthly bulletin, has "Support Your Local Police ’ commit- 
grown from an effort to circulate "Sup- tees, Birch Society front organizations, 

port Your Local Police” bumper stickers, were established in . countless cities, be- 

lapel buttons and streamers as widely as came recruitment depots, and enlisted, one Birch Society bulletin, the Binning- 

possible among the civilian population to according to John Rousselot, the Society’s ham "Support Your Local Police** com- 

a hard-hitting and ever-expanding drive director of public relations, "growing mittee was described, in words and 

to enlist policemen themselves as mem- numbers of police and personnel in sher- pictures, as the ideal for such groups, 

bers of the John Birch Society, iffs departments throughout the country.” Police departments must have support, 

Why is the Society so anxious to be- but must also not be immune from criti- 

friend law enforcement officers? Although Policemen, by and large, see civilian cism when criticism is warranted— in 
* its motive is clearly related to promoting review boards as "interference” in their cases, for instance, where police neutrality 

the John Birch Society, it just as clearly private affairs and resent efforts to ap- and objettivity have possibly strayed. The 

! — seems'to' have little, if -anything, to do point a citizens’ watch over police prac- clanger in accepting* Birch Society support 

with a sincere inrerest in supporting the tices. They claim a tradition of operating is that such support is based not on serv- 

police. by their own codes, apart from the rest ing policemen or the laws they are sworn 

of society, and governed by the dictates to uphold, but rather the John Birch 

The Society is a crusade against "the of impersonal and absolute law. Society itself — which is neither neutral 

4 Communist conspiracy," which it sees Ideally, the policemen's job is to en- nor objective. 

everywhere — in the Supreme Court, the force the law impartially, without fear, In initiating the "Support” campaign, 

United Nations, the federal government, and through methods consistent with con- Robert Welch, the Society’s founder and 

and United States foreign and domestic stitutional guarantees respecting the dig- leader, declared policemen to be "the best 

policies of the last thirty years. Criticism nity of the individual and the concept of friends everywhere of anti-Communists, 

of local law enforcement, proposals for human equality. In reality, however, like ourselves." In view of the frightening 

civilian review boards, most activities on police activities in some areas reflea ease and sweep of Birch Society charges 

behalf of civil rights and those who par- individual social biases and those of the of Communism, the organization can only 

ticipate in them, are all, according to local community as a whole. In Birming- be classified as an extremist group. In a 

ultra-rightist ideology, part of "the Com- ham, for example. Bull Connors police— democracy, it has, of course, the right to 

munist conspiracy.” with bullwhips and. snarling dogs — pro- be heard, to organize, and even attempt 

tected local mores completely opposite to to influence others. But is it the kind of 

the American concept of laws which are organization that policemen should join? 

Mr Forster is general counsel of the Anti- equal for all men. Not surprisingly, there Quinn Tamm, executive director of the 

^mulTo a niou S lyT n 9! n.e bas b f ft n0 ™ a 1 ! or in International Association of Chiefs of 

l y magazine published in Madison, Wis- bam * or a civ d ian review board of the Police, speaking about the Civil Rights 

i consin. # police. It is also not surprising that in Act of 1964 before a conference of police 



executives at the University of California 
last year, declared that *\ * . it is not pos- 
sible fot a professional law enforcement 
officer to function effectively if he closes 
- his eyes to legislation which affects him 
and the community to which he is respon- 
sible." 

No Birch Society member “doses his 
eyes” to the Civil Rights Act. He is far 
more apt to look at with open contempt 
\ and deep suspicion— a view encouraged 
\ by inflammatory articles in the Birch 
monthly American Opinion , such as those 
written by high officials of the racist 
White Citizens' Councils. It certainly 
woukfseem that as racial tensions develop, 
what a police department needs is not 
Birch Society support but community 
confidence in its objectivity. 

'THrrFKU*^^ 

among the police has been severely ques- 
tioned in many cities where evidence of 
Society influence has shown itself. 

In Salisbury, Massachusetts, the Birch 
Society's pamphlet “Support Your Local 
Police” was distributed to all those attend* 
ing the Police Association banquet on 
June 23 of this year. 

In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, two police 
officers-— one a deputy inspector— openly 
criticized the courts in an address before 
a meeting of Birch members. 

In Rockford, Illinois, and in at least 
one New York City precinct, Birch 
material has been displayed on the police 
bulletin board. 

In Trenton, New Jersey, the police 
chief quoted the Society's monthly bulle* 
tin verbatim in a departmental memo to 
all members of the force, 

Birch Society proclivity for seeing 
Communists in every opposition camp 
was evident when more than 5,000 off- 
duty policemen marched and shouted 
outside New York's City Hall last June 


in opposition to independent civilian 
review boards. While several civil rights 
organizations picketed across the street 
in favor of such a board, some of the 
marching policemen began to chant in 
unison, “Fight the Reds! Support the 
Blue!” and then to sing “Farmer is a 
fink” to the tune of The Farmer in the 
Dell — referring to James Farmer, leader 
of the Congress of Racial Equality. 

Only a week later, an audience of 500 
— most of them, according to reporters, 
New York police officers identifiable by 
their PBA badges — attended a rally at 
the Town Hall auditorium sponsored by 
the John " Birch Society’s American 
Opinion Speakers Bureau. The cheering 
policemen heard a Birch “section leader” 
declare: 

“Some people hate the police. The 
* Birch" Society ”haTTKe Answer— if is ‘ the 
only hope for the world!” 

One foundation upon which Birchism 
rests is the belief that democracy is “a 
perennial fraud.” The John Birch Society, 
an anti-dcmocratic ana divisive force, is 
under the command of a leader from 
whose basic direction no member may 
swerve. It proclaims that the United 
States is 60-80% Communist-controlled. 
It preaches that our schools and churches 
are under active Red domination; that 
organized labor, the civil rights move- 
ment, the United Nations, NATO, for- 
eign aid, ^mental health programs, and 
even the teaching of “modern math” are 
all functions x of a Bolshevik conspiracy. 
And Robert Welch has stated that the 
best way to oppose such examples of 
“Communism” is to use Communist 
methods, including tactics he calls "mean 
and dirty.” 

Such views are not, however, the 
mouth ings of a lone individual. They 
make up the orthodoxy of the whole or- 
ganization, and are accepted by the vast 



Of/*dul^ New York policemen picket City Hall to protest proposed civilian review board* 


majority of its members — freely, but with 
the understanding that disagreement 
means dismissal. It is worth noting that 
Robert Welch has assessed his own book, 
T be Politician — in which he describes 
former President Eisenhower as “a dedi- 
cated and conscious agent of the Com- 
munist Conspiracy” — to be the number 
one tool for recruiting new members into 
his Society. 

It has been argued that the existence 
of a cell of policemen forming a secret 
Birch Society unit within their depart- 
ment, is not inconsistent with the ideal 
of police objectivity. Philadelphia Police 
Commissioner Howard Leary said in Feb- 
ruary, 1965, that “the authorities have 
not yet been able to answer the question 
. . . Does membership in the John Birch 

Sod ecy “conflidT' wi tfin~ a ^policeman's 

duties?” 

Leary’s own superior, Mayor James H. 
J. Tate, had provided an answer only 
three months earlier. In placing fifteen 
Philadelphia policemen on limited duty 
because of their Birch Society recruiting 
activities, Mayor Tate explained: "They 
have limited their capacity aqd usefulness 
to the Police Department,” Asked why, 
he replied: “Let’s not be ridiculous. This 
is a situation where they are not attuned 
with law enforcement problems. They are 
against certain groups in the big cities.” 
And in New Jersey, a state trooper was 
dismissed because his Birch membership 
was found to have interfered with the 
proper performance of his duty. 

Other officials see it differently. William 
H. Parker, police chief of Los Angeles, 
has declared that he is not concerned 
about police membership because the 
Birch Society is “not on the subversive 
list,” In June of this year, however, Park- 
er suspended a young patrolman for his 
off-duty participation in the activities of 
CORE,~w.hich alsods. notion... the... subvert, 
sive list. The officer, facing a departmen- 
tal trial, charged that the department had 
"given tacit endorsement” to the recruit* 
ing of policemen into the Right Wing 
ranks. On May 30, 1965, Chief Parker 
himself appeared on the Maniofi Forum, 
the weekly radio program of Clarence 
Manion, a member of the John Birch 
Society’s National Council* 

On the program, heard over more than 
300 stations, Parker vehemently attacked 
the nation’s courts, decried a “socialistic 
trend” he saw in American society, and 
deplored undue concern by courts for 
civil liberties. 

It is this very concern, ironically, 
which prompts some civil libertarians to 
uphold the “right” of a policeman to join 
any group he chooses. Others have pointed 
out in rebuttal that individual liberties 
pertain more properly to the freedom of 
speech and assembly than to any so-called 


right of public employees to join private 
organizations. They point out that there 
is no ‘right” to public employment, that 
it is a privilege, and that police — like 
other public employees are subject to 
rigid rules of behavior. They may not 
strike. In most cities they may not join 
political dubs or (as New York City 
puts it) "'organizations supporting candi- 
dates for elective office.” It is a fact that 
the Birch Society apparatus engaged in a 
massive propaganda effort on behalf of 
one of the two major Presidential candi- 
dates in 1964, 

New York’s rule adds that policemen 
may not join "organizations which would 
interfere with the performance of police 
functions,” And herein may lie the crux 
of the question. We have, from Santa 
Ana, California, an example of what can 
-happen when Birch members, within a 
police department, decide to show their 
colors. 

In that city of 100,000 — thirty miles 
southeast of Los Angeles — 23 police offi- 
cers made up the membership of Birch 
Society Chapter QXTZ. A private detec- 
tive, assigned by the city manager to 
investigate a mysterious campaign of 
harassment against Police Chief Edward 
J. Allen, reported that the incidents had 
been perpetrated by the members of the 
all -police Birch Chapter as a power -play 
to get rid of Allen and have him replaced 
by someone more to their liking. 

Unsigned pamphlets questioning the 
chiefs honesty had been widely dis- 
tributed. Allen’s home had been plagued 
by anonymous telephone calls late at 
night. Fire trucks were sent there on false 
alarms and bunches of unordered flowers 
arrived C.O.D. The chiefs badges were 
stolen and his picture removed from the 
wall at police headquarters. 

One lieutenant who was an active 
member of QXTZ was later dismissed 


from the force for engaging in Birch re- 
cruiting while on duty and for misappro- 
priating a police vehicle — using it while 
on a secret snooping mission aimed at 
discrediting Chief Allen. 

The John Birch chapter controlled the 
Santa Ana Police Benevolent Association, 
all of its officials but one being QXTZ 
members. And after achieving this dom- 
inance, the Birchers changed the PBA 
by daws to allow the grievance committee, 
which was also under Birch control, to 
hear secret testimony against the chief. 
A secretary who had made shorthand 
notes at one PBA meeting testified later 
that the official minutes of the meeting 
had been falsified to eliminate reference 
to still another Birch proposal to discredit 
Allen, 

Eventually, the activities of the Birch 
Society cell in Santa Ana's -police force 
tore departmental loyalties down the 
middle and had begun to weaken a 
divided community’s confidence in its law 
enforcement. Only after the exposure of 
a public investigation did the Birchers 
retreat, protesting their innocence. Such 
exposure is vital to public awareness of 
secret infiltration tactics. The Santa Ana 
experience seems to support the view that 
objective police responsibility and mem- 
bership in the John Birch Society are 
incompatible with each other. 

’The right of policemen to join any 
political group,” according to an editorial 
in Commonweal , “must be balanced 
against the right of the people to defend 
the integrity of their law enforcement 
machinery.” Infiltration of police depart- 
ments can lead to control, to domination 
by what the Birch Society’s founder has 
called "a minority that knows what it 
wants.” And such domination could place 
police power to question, to search, to 
detain, or to render suspect — in the 
hands of quasi-political forces dedicated 


to an extremist creed. Mayor Tate, refer- 
ring to Philadelphia's infiltration problem, 
recalled what the political use of police 
power brought to recent history and said: 
’This is the way the Nazi Party began.” 

In evaluating the problem of de- 
fending police integrity, there are several 
points to be considered — particularly in 
answer to y the deceptive question of a 
policeman’s Tight" to join this or that 
organization, 

L The John Birch Society preaches 
that much of our present law is unconsti- 
tutional and perhaps subversive, and that 
the courts of the United States are de- 
liberately serving the Communist con- 
spiracy. It is indeed doubtful whether 
anyone in agreement with such views 
could stand by the policeman’s oath to 
uphold the law. 

2. At a time when civil rights and 
police interests are so often found in 
delicate relationship, it would be espe- 
cially dangerous if police power fell under 
the control of persons who believe chat 
many of their neighbors, and most of 
those active in civil rights issues, are the 
agents of an evil enemy in our midst. 

3. Indoctrinated in John Birch dogma, 
the individual police officer — as in Santa 
Ana — is likely to take certain matters into 
his own hands. 

The effort to enlist police departments 
as the strong arm of a fanatical political 
creed is corruption at its worst. If the 
professional policeman becomes locked 
in the embrace of the extreme right wing, 
then the integrity and objectivity of all 
law enforcement is at stake. The task, it 
would seem, is for police themselves to 
take a long hard look at the real nature 
of Birch -sponsored ’’Support Your Local 
Police" campaigns. Are these supporters 
friends or merely pipers of a dissonant 
tune? 
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THE UNITE) NATIONS 

Briefly summarized, the Communist blueprint for world conquest via the 
United Nations is as follows: 

1. Consolidate total working coirtrol of the United Nations into Communist 
hands as rapidly as possible,, 

2. Use the United Nations to break up the colonial territories of non- 

Communist countries. — - * 

3* Use the United Nations as a vehicle for subversion, espionage and 
propaganda within the non-Communist member nations. 

lit Induce the non-Communist member nations to abandon any strong 
independent foreign policy of their own by turning over this function to the 
United Nations. 

5. Maneuver the non-Communist member nations into establishing socialism 
at home as the necessary transition stage to Communism and to become dependent 
economically on the overall international socialist control and direction of 
the U. N. 

6, Induce the stronger non-Communist member nations to transfer full 
control of their military forces to the United Nations. After this, no 
resistance will be possible. The world will be Communist. 

Since the United States is, at the present time, the only nation on earth 
that offers the potential of real resistance to the Communist plan of the world 
conquest, the U. N. blueprint has been designed for us. The Communists know 
that if they can just get America to step in the cage, the rest of the world 
will be theirs. The master plan can be further condensed: to gain full working 
control of the U. N. and, at the same time, to entice the United States to 
gradually surrender its Sovereignty to this world government. 

For those who may be puzzled at why the Communists are. concerned over 
raising the level of underdeveloped countries, it should be noted that this not 
only helps to bring all nations together into a single world system of economy, 
but also serves to bleed dry the capitalist countries that will be paying the 
bill. In addition there is the fact that underdeveloped countries are more 
difficult for the Communists to take over than the more advanced ones. This 
will undoubtedly come as quite a shock to those who have been told that our 
massive giveaway program to foreign countries i3 keeping_the Jlommnnists-at-bay.- 


The Communists are master strategists. They know full well that they 
could never hope to conquer the world through military might alone. But through 
trickeiy and deception, they have developed a formula whereby they can take over 
America without firing a shot. 
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On Friday and Saturday, 1/19/59 and 1/17/59, at the Milwaukee 
Country Club a meeting wan held attended exclusively by 15 or 
16 leading iaduntrialints in the Milwaukee area, the majority 
of whoa are oen of swans and position. Apparently *» * «» r * «<• . > . . . i 
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At this nesting ROBERT H. W. WELCH was the sole lecturer, lie 
conducted his lecture from prepared cards. The meetings were 
all business and had no recreation or levity whatsoever. WELCH 
lectured on Communism and his thesis was the extreme and very 
urgent need for anti -Communist action in the U. S. Reportedly 
WELCH is eoaductlng a drive throughout the country to obtain 
funds to be utilized for anti -Communist activity* Generally 
stated, WELCH'S -purpose Is to establish ostensible Communist 
front groups in localities throughout the country which in 
reality will be anti -Communist groups. He cI»Tns that for his 
purposes a great amount of money is needed and it is needed 
quickly. According to WELCH, his proposition falls on deaf 
ears on the Bast Coast of the U. S., and particularly in New 
York City, as there they claim to know it all. Reportedly 
I heard JWJM 

Indianapolis. Ind.. I 
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Memo, Director 
MI 100-0 
1/20/59 


According to WELCH'S plan, those who contribute to his cause 
substantially at the outset will he on the ground floor" and 
will be nonlnal directors in the principal office of WELCH'S 
organization, which reportedly is located in Belmont, Mass. 


In addition to obtaining large financial contributions at the 
outset, WELCH also plans to estsblisb a society which will 
bear the naae of a rather prominent Marine Corps sgNgber who 


was Milled by Commu nist element 
was not obtained byl 



would be obtained aFicoSTof 
month for his wife* WELCH also, 
publication called "American 
Mass. As an indicatttm-trf 
WELCH indicated that a million dollars would he required. 


(The name of this »'i^iy|dua^|s^I 
rsblpe in thissoeiety 
month t§£ man, and $1 
a magazine or some type of 
” published at Belmont, 
of money needed now 



According to | I the meeting was conducted by WELCH 

in a very secretive manner. Those in attendance were instructed 
not to divulge what had transpired to their office personnel 
or even to their wives at this juncture. 


Relative to the background of WELCH, he c laims to havef I 

with whom he had formerly been associated ! . . 1 

Belmont, Mass., or Boston, Mass., and that he and I I fee 

disagreed and split up over WELCH'S interest in the anti -Communist b7c 
cause. A s&a result ROBERT 3. W. W ELCH Is reportedly no longer 
associated! | It was also indicated that 
he came tc tne Boston area irbta somewhere in Alabama* WELCH 
indicated at the meeting that he was shortly proceeding to 
Boca Raton, Fla., where the board of directors of the national 
Association of Manufacturers tit scheduled to meet soon, and that 
he will hold a similar meeting there. During the course of the 
meetings id Milwaukee WELCH did not mention names to any great 
extent and from available Information nothing warn mentioned at 
the meetings relative to the role of the FBI in connection with 
the investigation and handling of matters re Communism. 

I ~| advised that information had come to his attention 

that some of thoee in attendance were skeptical of the bonafides , 

of ROBERT H. W. WELCH but that others seemed somewhat receptive. 

He emphasized that the great majority of those in attendance 
on 1/16-17/59 were exceedingly prominent and influential 
individuals in the Mllw yfr™* i whose loyalties toward the 
0. S. are unquestioned. I I felt. however, that some of 

those individuals might be unwittingly taken in by some such 
activity. v 
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Memo, Director 
HI 100-0 
1/20/59 


A check of Milwaukee indices fails to disclose any information 
identifiable with ROBERT H. V. WELCH or with the publication 
"American Opinion*" 


The foregoing is called to the attention of the Bureau for 
information purposes. Inasmuch as it is not inconceivable 
that the initial efforts of WELCH xn the Milwaukee area might 
be followed up, it would be appreciated if the Milwaukee Division 
could be furnished any available background on the matter. 



** On. 
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^ttandaroTorm no. ft* 

Office Memorandum 

to : SAC, Boston 


y "Com : Birector, FBI (62-104401) 


subject-. rc32? v t e. w. welch 

IKFCRi'mOK CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


» 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
date: January 28, 1959 



Re Milwaukee letter dated January 20, 1959* 

Bufiles reflect that Robert 2. 17. Welch, Jr., 
3eXmont, Massachusetts, irregularly issues the publica- 
tion "American Opinion," formerly known as "One Man’s 
Opinion.” This magazine consists of reviews of current 
topics by various authors and comments and observations 
by Welch, Many of its articles are anticommunist. Welch ’ f 
sends copies of the publication to the Bureau and BureETT u 
Ie^ier daied i^ctrll7^957^ to ’T/e 1 ch^clcn01Tedged receipt 
of one issue of the magazine. Bureau files contain no 
additional identifiable information concerning Welch, 

The 3ureau has not investigated Welch or his publication. 

The 3oston Office is instructed to conduct 
discreet inquiries to obtain background data concerning 
Welch. These inquiries must be conducted with caution 
and good judgment to prevent any embarrassment to the 
Bureau ana possible accusations that Welch is under 
'invest igat ion by the F3I, In this connection, no open 
inquiries or investigation should be conducted. That 
ofrice should also remain alert for any information con- 
cerning Welch* s alleged anticommunist activities to insure 
that these activities do not encroach upon the Bureau T s 
jurisdiction and responsibilities, 

Milwaukee and Boston Offices should remain 
particularly alert for any information concerning Welch* s 
plan to organize ostensible communist front groups which 
in reality will be anticommunist groups. Any information 
concerning Welch’s activities should fee promptly brought 
to the Bureau’s attention. — 



— 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 2/4/59 


oAC, BOSTON (100-32*99) 


ROBES? I.. W. WELCH , te. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

By letter dated December 23, 195®# 0-2 Governor's Island, 

New York, forwarded to this office extracts from a volume 
entitled "The Politician" . The volume, according to G-2, 
was written and privately printed for distribution by 
ROBERT WELCH, President of ROBERT A, WELCH, Candy Manufacturers , 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and contains allegations highly 
critical of the President of the United States and other 
members of the United States Government. 

G-2 advised that a copy of this volume was mailed to a 

member of the United States Army on August 31, 1958. 

A pliococtatic copy of the extract furnished by G-2 is enclosed 
for t:-o .information of the Bureau. 



A review of the Boston indices reflects the following information t 


a highly sensitive source , provided 

nersnggETgn oSggSSCTng 5 g roup of 3x5 cards contained in an 

envelope bearing the return address, p.O. Box #136, Cooper 
Station, Now York 3, N.Y., believed to represent subscriptions 
to the Daily Worker", Included among these was one bearing 
the notation: 


b 7 D 


Robert Welch, Inc. 
Belmont, Mass. 
9-14-53 m-s 


IBS 100-23035-606) 


' S C 


On January 19, 1959 » ■ 

General Post Office, New York, New York, aavxsec qa ! 
l l that P. 0. Box 136, Cooper Station, New York T> New Yor 

was leased by the "Daily Worker', 50 E. 13th Street, New York 
City from 1933 until discontinued on June Zo, 1953, 
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2 - Bureau (62-104401) (PJ!) (Ene.l) 
1 - Boston (IOO- 32899 ) 

DBO/rntm 

(3), 


i?C- 


(BS 100-26827-347) 
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B 8 100-32899 


Reference is made to Milwaukee letter to the Director, 
dated January 20, 1959 entitled "ROBERT H. w. WELCH, 

ANTI -COMMUNIST DRIVE, MILWAUKEE DIVISION" referring to 
lecture# by WELCH on January 16 and 17* 1959 at the 
MllwaaAfee Country Club calling for urgent need for Anti- 
communist action in the United State#, , „ 

CBS 100-32899-4 ) 


Refer#*# 

dal aid Sifiti 


© 1 # also made to New Tor! 
aatiftBtfflr 23. 1957 entitled 


f 


\ 


letter to Director, 


which refere to a speech given 
unio on September 3 or 4, 1957 by ROBERT H. 
Belmont 78 , Massachusetts, sponsored by the 


m Cincinnati* 

W. WELCH, Jr., 

Circuit Rid,r B . Inc. (BS 105 . 0 . 1545) 

Clncimatl letter to Boston, dated May 6 , 1953 described the 
Circuit Riders as a Methodist lay organisation financed by 
a number of prominent American ', to expose Communist influence 
in religious organisations, 

(BS 105-0-1545a) 


The Boston Telephone Directory for 1959 Shows the Welch 
Candy Company at 810 Main Street, Cambridge, Mass, and 
ROBERT H. W. WELCH, Jr., at 43 Fletcher Road, Belmont, 
Massachusetts, Robert Welch, Inc. 1 e listed as 385 Concord 
Avenue, Balmont, Massachusetts. 


It la noted that ROBERT K. h. WELCH, believed identical with 
the subject, is editor of the pamphlet " American Opinion” , 
published by Robert Welch, Inc., Belmont 78 , Massachusetts, 
which appears to be Anti -Communist in nature. 


It is suggested that as a speaker- and writer WELCH may have 
subscribed to the ’’Dally Worker" in the name of Robert Welch, 
Inc, for use as source material. 


LEAD 

THE BOSTON DIVISION j 


h 6 
b7C 


Will obtain background data concerning WELCH in accordance 
with Bureau letter to Boston, dated January 28 , 1959. 
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Director, FBI (62-1044-01) 
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February 20, 1959 


SAC, Boston (100-32899) 


ROBERT H. W.- WELCH, Jr, 
IHFORHATION C0HGSRNI1TG 
( IHTSRHAL SECURITY ) 


: AjSjCA 


Re I Bureau letter dated January 28, 1959* 


The records ot. Harvard haw School , Alumni Records Office, were 

.examined by 3Al Jon February 6, 1959, through be 

j I These records reflected that lb7c 

j HUBERT ii. w, WUJT, Jr. was at harvard Law School from 1919 to 
1 1921 and received no degree. Ho received his A.B. degree from 
1 the Unteraity of North Carolina in 1916 and as of both 1946 
! and 1953, was Vioe President in charge of Sales and Advertising 
I for the James 0, Welch Company, Candy Manufacturers, 610 Main 
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 

I ~l .Uo provided the 35th Reunion Report of the 

Harvard Law School Class of 1922, published in 1957* 


In addition to the above information o. 

and had 1 


t 


\mmi a. v, wasH, jr.. 


1 


It aleo showed that he was in the U, 3. Naval Academy at 
Annapolis during World War I and during World War II was on 
the Advisory Commission of the Office of Price Administration, 
In addition, from 1951 to 1954, be was a member of the Belmont, 
Massachusetts School Committee and had served as a Director of 
several small businesses and one bank. From 1951 to 1957, bo 
was a Director of the National Association of Manufacturers, 
being its Vice President from 1955 to 1957* The report listed 
two publications by Mr, WELCH: "May God Forgive Ha" (1952) 

and "Life of John Birch" (1954). 


h6 

hlC 


On February 12, 1959, SA I l examined Volume L> 

of "Who* a Who in New England," dated 1946, In addition to 
the information already set out, this publication reflects 
that Mr. WELCH was born in Edenton, North Carolina, December 1, 
1899. He was a founder of the Oxford Candy Company in 1922 
and its Sales Manager in 1935. From 1940 to the time of pub- 
lication, ho had been Vice President and Director of sales and 
Advertising of the James 0. Welch Company, Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts. Aa of the date of publication, he is shown as a 
member of the Board of Directors of Robert Welch Publishing 
Company; Chairman of the Board of the Washington Commission 


ggB Sfwg m j 


.syyvv^ 
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BS 100-32899 


► 

I 


I 




of the National Association of Candy Manufacturers; a member 
of the Board of Directors of the United Prison Association* 
and during World War II was a member of the Office of Price 
Administration Committee for the candy Industry. Ha is shown 
to ba the recipient of the Kettle Award by the candy Industry 
In 1947 and a member of the Massachusetts Chess Federation 
(Board of Directors, 1940- 1944-) • 

Mr. WELCH is shown as a Republican and lists his clubs as: 
Harvard (Boston and New York), Skating (Boston) * Oakley Country 
(Board of Directors). He la author of "Road to Salesmanship" 
(1941) and has contributed articles to business publications. 

He is further shown as a public speaker on business* economic 
and social conditions. His home address Is shown as 43 Fletcher 
Road, Belmont, Massachusetts, and his office as 810 Main street, 
Cambridge 39* Massachusetts, 

Enclosed for the Information of the Buret u is a letter dated 
February 11, 1959, from G-2, Governors Island, New York, and 
a copy of "The Politician" written by WELCH and furnished to 
tills office by 0-2. 

0-2 has been advised that no investigation Is being made of this 
matter. C. 


t 
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Under separate cover today, I an sending you by registered 
first-class mail, return receipt requested, copy of an ex- 
tremely confidential I an doing 60 at the request 

of your good friend 

This manuscript is not intended for publication at all. But 
I am putting it into the hands of a quite limited number of 
patriotic Americans — mostly close friends of mine — who can 
be depended on to treat it with the confidence requested, and 
to take reasonable precautions to safeguard the document while 
it is in their possession. For I believe it will give even so 
well-informed a nan as yourself a certain amount of additional 
insight into some aspects of the conspiracy which we face. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

HSJsmlp Robert Welch 
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COVER SHEET 





SUBJECT} Circumstances Surrounding US Army Accession to "The Politician" 
IDENTIFYING DATA: "The Politician" written by Robert Welch 

PREPARING UNIT: 108th CIC Group 

DATE OF SOI: li* January 1959 


EXHIBIT 1 




- <•* 


COV*R SH^FT 

SURJKCT: Circumstances Surrounding its Army Accession to "The Politician" 


TRvurTFT'TO n ATA: Registered mail 

for article from 


Registered mail rec.eint riated ?6 Ifoy pmhpr 1998 
for article from ! I to Robert 

w . W. ’fetch, ,Tr, , American Opinion , Belmont 78, 
Massachusetts 


PRFP ARIKH PMlTs 


BATR ot? cqI: 


108th CIC Croup 
lit January 1999 


SPIRIT 2 


riw;:;, 

IBM 






FEB i 4 195 
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CO 'PR SH 1 FT 

RT'BJFCT: Cl rcumstanees Surrounding HS Army Accession to "The Politician" 

TO^'TJFYTfi TATA: Letter, with letterhead American Opinion , an informal 

review, dated 13 ? T ovember 19!?8 (with envelope 
postmarked 17 Wnyenihwr signed I'ttnho-rh Welch," 

and addressed toF 1 


ppyp i^tpO nrirp. 
PUT 11 ' ov soj * 


lOcth CTO Croup 
l)i January 19^9 
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Tbit Off to* Box 234U- 
Boston ?, H&ssfcetawofts 


Wptoitwy 20 , 1959 

•Re f e r r a 1 / C o n s u 1 1 


Door Sir i 


Rot Robert H« V* ¥eleh» Jr. 


Thl« will mHymmi'imAam raoalnfc off 


This offtoo mil appreciate receiving oaf further per- 
tinent Inf e motion Which a«y com to attention In 
this nottor arson though no ac tlv# tnvestigetion Is being 
conducted. 


Yory touly yews 


/^•vUv* 


100-32899 
DBC :CAK 


( 3 ) 



L. L. UUOHL2I 
Special Agent in Charge 
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KWWKR, use 


m It, 1959 


M t mm* (to- 


ft X ftortl 
Mbit* t 

rnmw 


wmtm 

MMgr 
dint. tow York 

m omrnm 


■Hr A. PHXXp lot* Rye Beeoh, How Hseuttre, furnished the 

tmmm intwtMim u sa pram t. wSBi sa Ann 3o, 1959. 

He itvUM that i»r am rare he has been dstoleping an idea 
for a W torloA to to eatltled WORLD WAR XIX, The tha*a of 
the series would to that the Onited States and tot fra raid 
are aratotly aft war with the Soviet Onion j thatch ttora l§ no 
aheetUi# the struggle la desperate, and tot traits oould to 
tragia, 

CK stated that in Januarr* 1958* while ftftlU ewplored 
tow State Hereto Triton#, to was visited to toe kokht 
$ a retina* *my Captain whs had wriitoa • took called 
*T6 e Pen tagon dgas," using the pen naae 0*1# TZDTOJt VOX* 
wiraOH, presently publisher af Preedoa trass, las,/ had een 


wiraB a, yra aatly publisher e t Preedoa trass, Xas,, had eeae 
to ato jPWICR to xwvlew Ms book. During the conversation, 
tHUJIra aantto as d his idea of the atova-diaesdtod TV aeries, 
WXNMI efts tovp aattawsisatio and with KfTiaMdKto permission 
•toad to eeald gat flttanelal seeking for auto an enterprise. 
tmSfKOK told tda to gs ahead. 

Ha adv l s a d that fit the next several asnthg wxmtwi atteaptsd 
to gat toaMag fra several non-profit foundations with no 
suaaesa. Xa iiv— tir, 1938* ffiXUDKCic toe invited to to guest 

of haver ft a d inner at the feiversit? Clto, tot Ttot City# on b( 

November ft, 1959, wtdeh was sponsored to I I w 

xaolesed is a ptotoatotie eopp of a list If Invited guests 
obtained fra mtftVTfflr. xt is noted that the filrator's 
name topaira sa tola Uat, 


eei a-ftunesu ( 
Mow York 

**pa3 


2* 


ft) (an) 


At,L KlPCi 

a®.mk 


A. FHZL8RIQX) 
fi V. WELCH, XR,) 




>#- 3*19 7 *■/</ 



t: * 


m «a*c 


Pollewlag the dij mer* PHIURIC* was appreashed ter l l am! 
WUWtOH with the 14 m of sotting upn profit —king corporation 

to finance tbo above TV sort os. Ml vtiy Digit several 
people coawltt if »>» — B » lV* to 


kt several 


mwraaapvr nvs oeaenoge. WMWflMMltl. m 
M*s heir on nnsabsr t» 1M&, i d I 

*ull4ing s Vow Mi City. The am CASCA OMTOA 
adopted. FftlLanitt was sleeted Chairmen of lh» 


m, s sandy 
i first aooting 
a*>i*o State 
IT20V MS* 


tmmm continued that after the incorporation Hooting 
there fellow ed a lent gram oat controversy near the tom of 
the esaftgaete far htoealf and wihstom. mumm ms 


the asi 

totem 

of the 


ate far hlaealf and wihstom. mmm mo 
. that ha Should retain control sear the ealdeet natter 
seriee and aothod of presentation. VXKMOH attoaptod ! 


of the W aeries and aothod of presentation. VSMROH attempted 
to t*k# wtr sasftiete control of the project and olaisad the 

original idea of the Tf eerie* woe hie. it ms at thi s time 

that rHUUnzCK began to suopoct the notlvs* of VIIgTQil I 

At this sene tins he began hearing frost frlondai h ad a 

reputation aa a notor ious e ntl~g<alts. He faee a kith 
these accusations and! Ideaied being sati teal tie 4 I 

stated be hat barn unjustly aconssd of enti-fealtisa# bedauM at 
one tint he sinoerely believed that Arab Undo should not have 
boon amflaeated to create the state of xamel and he so 
stated iibliely, 

PHHJK Ufig advised he beesae aero apprehsaaim ef the aetives of ^ 
wmtTO H If bllowiaa the senplstlen of a pilot film for 

the TV series. Yme film dealt with the story sf VAJUQf WELTER 
WHITE, When the fila was shewn to the stockhol ders, there 
wore several rmtrtrs frea the fleer concerning WHITE'S beetegreund. 
One reasrk ms that WHITS me at hie real warn and the film 
mould have — phaaisod that whits was Russian bom and seas of 
hiaat«xu4eeMh parents. Another rework paaeod ms that the 
first mm ef H, gasaoKY siunaHASTSH, mentioned in the fila, 
was HATHA# and this should have been eapbasiaod. 



phi ?RICK stated that under the terns of mm eentraets ai ®aed 
mwtly he hd» retained exclusive control fnr the treatment 
of the subject tttir lncia*i»» di elegies. fill «im about 
oalyleoaats l | bao>c»<l Ms w the Hoard of 

PI Witta Ml. 1W 18 at. 11 1 &ppr*,h •»*!»» about the actives 

of wmsfesl |a»4 fears ht asy be lingag involved with 

■ a a t a ai a ^ a '' R*« -p»aglsrs and anti-3emitea* lit edvlse d that 

I la level. discreet person, la aaplayed-iJil 


W* W|m of tHi; Ht farther repo rts that WfcCH l I 

art totally ongajM la the organisation of JOS I BiXCH ouw 
throughout the country with groat attendant aaoroey* PHIXJRICK 
hat ettawpted to dttemine tho purpose af these JOttf Mam 
clubs* “ but hit oueatiene haw# boon sot with alienee by| I 

and WELCH. S» •mo* that the neat watting *t tha JOSH TOBT 
gtita In «w Wtoif flie» t» to feJilfg fcS* of One 

[an Nay 15. 1959. 


PHIL3R1 CK edvie 

Ht taid 

infoxwatltHa mm 
Ho roet iwua d s T, 
blow- IbMVHh 
ht will Hoop lit 
no interview of 


ma ttranmns tht itm for lafowaanon. 

g tho aetiviii** of VXWWBj | WELCH. 

jMing discreet and available TOP I'fiier- 

« of the faet that fXXUSIOX has advised 
on Mvl tion informed regarding the above, 
lit contemplated. 


In addition to tha Stoat List Mentioned above, thews at eneioeed 
for the Bureau pbotostatie eopies of* 


(1) Personal BejuBa^unishsd by VIUSTOH 
(f) latter fces l I to PHmaiCK explaining his 
stand on the Israel situation 
(3) Outline and purpose of the new ft Series 

Hie Hew forte Offlee is requested to seareh its indlees on all 
persons aotkltmA herein* other than rnilJRlCi., and flOBKRT H. 
WELCH, end adviee the Bureau of the results af tbit check . 










I 


YISuaI tppMuni 

ioCWCSHMXHQ 


With vtwmm to ROBERT 8 * mm 

} •£!*£& S3£."JSP T i ** ”“*» rnmamt — 

IW9%Cll)i ' Boston H)l IkfUt ft*10W6l| 

MMCiWUi who* th§ lurtttt has btt* prtwiontly tAWiM*. WELCH 
li nUtlfeo tubjoot of SAC Uttom*. Sp-if, Scotian F, 

■mSffc 1959. 

With r#ftr*n** 

H SaaSita srt 11 


1 Salat of BSl g jl r lft**- -?ui 

I I Who it potolbly 

nmnmf wnn tat *»• u 



furnithod infonafetUoi 

iitntiotl, i» vltaly hum for 
boon tho aubjoot of na cxtoailfi 
invo ttlgftion If toother Oovomamt tsenoy. 


With i* t f t *wt 
•hlM ff SAO Ut : 
Stttlt»l> on tit lot 




Bureau'* ttttntion It 


In which 


ITOfTiET m it tiljtst Of 


rvv 


riL&p 


*HS npon i 
ligBiihlt t 
relating to 


i mtit tim provided by pkxusriok* it hit boon 
to Iomu identifiable lRfonttiM in BMton indices 
Iting to other indflAilli mentioned. 


be 

b7C 


J D b 
fo 7 C 
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STANDARD form no, 64 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


. SAC r 


100-32899 


SA 


subject: Robt* H,W.. Welch* Jr< 
Info Concerning 
IS 


DATE: 5/20/59 


mCJTORMATOjrCO: 
BDEHKUi^ r 

Mai 


>v. 


be 
lb 7C 



[personally appeared 


b6 

b7C 


$/ 5 / 5 ! _ 

at this office and furnished the attached letter concerning the John Birch Sociaty 
and the above captioned person. He said he did not' desire that this letter be returned 
to him* Also he made available a copy of the booi&et entitled, "The life of John 
Birch* which likewise he did not desire be returned to him# 

there met a | | Tins firm 


sells varnish* f 


lifaid he believed thatT 


lwas a former j 
TT He said that[ 


Tin the 


] 


b6 

b7C 


recommended to him th<f booklet and he later got a copy i>f it, which is attached. He 
declared that this booklet is very ardently anti Communist and that the John Biro! 
Society, is so very persistant and have written the attached letter to attend one of 
their meetings* that he got to wondering if this organization i£ alright and possibly 
not what is claimed* He said that if the Sociaty is alright* it is awfully good but 
if it is not he thought it ought to be checled further, and is "bad" from a security 
viewpoint* Also he had a peit card, sent to him with this letter* asking him to 
respond as to whether he would attend a meeting of this society on M av 30* 1959 
at the home ofl ' ~ ~ 1 9:30 AM# with be 

which he got/detailed description of how to get tif"™" ~ ~ 


added that per 


if he. 


b»7C 


suffi ciently In the soc iety , he cou ld establish such a society in 


that I T i s a | ~~ | in C-louster and is very much "Deo up" in the 

John K i r ch Society, as is a number of professional people in Belmont, Mass. 


mag i-olmi^sted 

He said 


was given no info* though he asked if the FBI* Bs. had anything on it, 


Subsequently on the same date* 


called back from 


be 

b7C 


and said 
a brochure 


that when he got home he found that a copy of instant book* a letter And 
of this society had been sent tohdB^y Welch* He said that partielly through this 
material and other things he ha cT heard, he novifelt sure that this group (society) 
and Welch were okay^not communistic but might be a little over zealous# Since there 
is a file on the subject* thus memo, letter and the booklet are being filed in that 
file for future reference* / 


Also on the same date* | b 6 

personally appeared at this ofiicFTe^!ie^ToSr^ircF2oci^^[anTTOY|s^ff^r^]^ven^ >7t - 
no infp . He said he had received a letter from | \ 



regarding his attendance at the John Birch Society meeting held, on 5/10/59. He 
attend**. *He declared that the society was reported I anti Communist, but -he wante< 
to check further* on it. He was appropriately advised. He said 5 it concerned, reportedly. 
Advancement of the Ideals of American Life under the direciabri'' of Robb; Welch# 

„ ~ 7 hn Birch Society* 

Indices neg. re o-' 
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SAC t aOSTWt (62-3610) 


000! CORPORATION 
M forth Broadway 
fhite Plainly Bov York 
IHP08M1TI0I COIOERNTNO 


lid i\]L 


Re Boston letter Bated 5/12/Bt# 

HERBERT A* !ttZI310&» Rye Beaeh, Bov Hampshire. 
SA ntlXK P* WILLRf jtE on &/t/59 theft * my a tool 
flisns Pnm. It onel I ah) J 


>rted to 


Ltlorv 


mi 


ft PM 

n ert . that 


•aft that the omce or mmn. u 
ny^oonsemed over his activities* 

•l»o resorted that! ~ 

had resigned as I , 

repeated attacks ba 


ilmtions* 


knew 


r m.,kMlS& iftdfeftA.,.)» reeeived unlntentjogg infornstion fron 

that Col* OTTO SKORZfar*. famous Xasl pora- 
L tmpY ''' TO ''''' lgaiiiite d Mussolini during World War II, was to bo 

Bli YtrK *miM ism* 1959 and was going te be entertained 

|dld not say wb» was sponsoring 

b rorrri mf 

2 - Bureau ($nss*5) (00 

2 - Hew York (HR) 

3 - Boston U - 62-3610) j 

U * -ffe^fflLlHERBBRT A. RICK) 
l 1 * 1 OO- 32099 * (ROBERT H.VA WELCH, JR,) 


ppwicmj 

(?) 












^closed for the Bureau la a report jarepered by / ; HIi,3HIC0' 

regarding hi a attendance at. a .70CTH fttlflH CLUB moat 1 nr heir; 

Qlk SA^/hQ at the horn of 

I AXttO T T t , Ty , "yypT^ ,, A , M.TT ,, ^ y i ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,J 

iur nJCUUNWiip in the JOHH BIRCH CLUB and petition* arcing 
ttio President of the 0. not to attend any "Soardt Keatings.’* 
rncloaed also for the Bureau is a booklet ontltlod, "The Mfo 
of John Birch,* by aoarJW H. w. OF, JR. 


Any additional information concerning the above corporation 
received fwwa PKILBRICK will be prorsptly forwarded to the 

Bupaaa and Hew fork Divisions. 


b6 

b7C 




(F) ^ROBERT H. ¥, WELCH, JR. - INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL \ 
SECURITY)”--'' Thf* d ritia tTo n "Has "been received that Welch resides at 1 
43 Fletcher Road, Belmont, Massachusetts; maintains an office at | 
8l0 Main Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts; is an officer and director 
of the James 0. Welch Company, candy manufacturers, 8l0 Main Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts; and is editor and a director of the pub- 
lication "American Opinion," which he irregularly publishes and 
issues of which have in the past contained anticommunist articles. 
Neither Welch nor his publication has been the subject of Bureau 
Investigation. In January, 1959 ) he met with a group of leading 
industrialists of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, area, at which time he 
lectured on communism, the urgent need for . anticommunist action 
in the United States and his desires to establish ostensible communist 
front groups which in reality would be anticommunist groups. Welch 
indicated he is conducting a drive to obtain funds to be used for 


anticommunist activity and that his plans would necessitate large , 
financial contributions. No further information has been received 
indicating Welch's success in putting his program into effect. 

The personnel of your office should be made aware of 
Welch's activities and contemplated plans. You must be certain 
that your employees are alerted to promptly report to the Bureau 
any information concerning further activity by Welch in this regard. 
In the event information is received regarding any activity of Welch 
in the furtherance of setting his plan into operation, no investl- 
,gp.t ion should be made but the Bureau should be promptly advised. 

3/10/59 

SAC LETTER NO. 59-13 



i - . -sM 
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6A7/59 


PUIS TEXT 


ill HTEi 


nseHsroes 




Uli 


TO t DIRECTOR, FBI 
?mu SAC t BOSTON (62-3610) 


CASCA CORPORATION 
21 North Broadway 
White Plains, low York 

info concsmm 


He Boston letter to Bureau dated 6/1C/59. 




rTTT* -7J> S #SSi» Ml 


1 was 




be 

advised that ROBERT WINSTON resigned os president or Casco on b?c 
6/2/59 as the r esult of pressure brought to bear by PHIL3HICE and 
I I . Up on his resignation WINSTON sent an extremely 

insulting letter to l l aocualng hlr„ and flgLBKICK of using 

Cora nunlat tootles In srettlnr ri d of hlr«, l I stated thot| | 

Ij&s | | the corporation. 


[ 


] stated [ 


of stock In Cases from n ryatortouo Individuals under strange 

Ivl . 
1 In the amount of $ 2000. for the 


glrg\gatangsii Rscantly 


]the purchase 

1 


purchase of 20 shares* in an accompanying lotter l I advised 

that the cheek had been "aafaroved* by the 'Committee for IJB Eta 

: that he and the Count t tee remain ano 
l ean the oheclc and the 


and he was very lnelstent 
idoua. I 

letter he qui ckly put them In his Docket J 


repor ted that? 
stock ' 


for the 


]also 


allegedly a notorious ant l -SemlteT 
I I WINSTON and[ 


purchase of 
1 v!k> la 


stockholders In the Cases Corp. , which is enclosed 


Ja Hit of 


J 


b6 

blC 








83 62-3610 


with regard to W1NST0K J I mported that shortly before hi a 
resignation WTISTOH announced that he was working on a new 
Invention Which would earn him a groat deal of noney. He 
stated that this invention was an explosive device Which would 
he used from aircraft* In this connection WIH8TQN received at the 
Caaea offices a shi pment of 112 lbs, of caanaaium sulfate fron 
the Daw Chemical Co*l I 

I I WINSTOK has been wor king 

on this invention in close association with a jam named (P SPs 


to 6 
b7C 


He has also bean In frequent contact with ©na[ 
Chemicals, Midland, Michigan, 


j Dow 


I 1 advised that WXXSTOS Is extremely antl-Coiaaunist and 

antl-aeaiHc to a point of emotional instability. He frequently 
make* the unrelated statement that he has never been In a rental 
institution nor has ha ever had any psychiatric treatment* Yet 
he Uvea In constant fear of assassination by the Ccraaunlsts. 

He desplees and fears the Anti -Defamation league, saying they 
have spies everywhere. 

WIH3T0H has always spoken highly of Director HOOVES end the FBI » 

He claims he Is in contact with the Whits Plains Office of the 
FBI • He has sent out circular letters stating that the FBI is 
solidly behind the new TV series that Cases is producing* These 
letters were sent out without the knowledge of PHI JUKI CK. tfltfSTOH 
thought well of the Director's book but stated It lost a great deal 
of its effectiveness when the Director quoted from Anti-Defamtion 
League reports* 

With regard to WIMMOH's fanatic antl-Cmsmmism, he recently 
drafted a petition to the Congress of the tJ. S. calling for the 
impeachment of President SXSKKHOWFJt. WJBS1DY sent copies of this 
petition to several organisations seeking endorsement but with no 
success* Some of the organisations that received copies of the 
petition were the Committee of 100 and the Committee for Constitu- 
tional Action* PmaRiCK Interjected that WIHSTOH asked him to 
circulate the petition among his FBI contests which PHILBHtCK 
refused to do* A copy of the petition la enclosed. 


m 2 m 






BS 62-3810 


contact wit, 
Birch Club* 
on the John 


further reported that 

flPfiEflT M 


s 


&roh Meeting at _ 

Htw Yprtt cut. »mlov«^3r wwrtyt ki miMEI 


WIII8T0H la (till In close 
ing the organisation of John 
]WI!lST0H»a no te* and obaerva tlona 
the apartment of f T in 


b 6 
hlC 


a copy or these notea ana observation# la attachoo. 

I 1 stated they are concerned over the 


type of people that are interested in the activities of the Case* 
Corp. and are buying stock In the corporation. PH1LBRICK etatod 
that several interested Individuals have military backgrounds and 
militaristic a ttitudes. He noted that WIH3T0H has a militar y 

background and I I 

| J, has a Osman A ray background. He 

and W1KST0R are great admirers of everything Oe«ian and of the 
Nasi movement* 


be 

b7C 


J’HILSRZCK stated he intend# to maintain close contact with 
FfOBKRT WKLCH regarding the John Birch movement and will keep 
the Bureau advised. 


LA00HLIH 


3 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
SAC, BOSTON 
SAC, NEW YORK 


TO: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DATE: 


f't 


•fjf FROM: 




SUBJECT: 


H08E<U*«CLCH INC 
BELMONT T 8 

•3-IT-60»ttR«W*0 


SM-C 


On 5/29/59, 
reliable information 
names and addresses of current subscribers contained on 
addressograph plates maintained by "The Worker", 23 West 
26 th Street, New York City, an East Coast Communist weekly 
newspaper, 

A 3" x 5" card containing this imprint is 
attached hereto for your information. 

No copy of this memo is being retained in the 

NYO, 



la source who furnished b7D 

n the past, made available imprints of 



I 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


Jttty il, X&9 


sac, m <«o-o~i33i* 


D. HtTSS M?7RP^^Clmin««n 

T Iw HMI eo*V) 
Hartfoid* Cornu > * r 


ATI » * ATTC'TT Com’AINED 
w fx&Chtu^W} * 

, BYd 



Rabulat to. Win. Hawn datod 6AV59 relating to the captioned individual* 


[ 


m 


is: 81 years of ag*. 


ladvlasd 

JP. Hfcixa J»Hm, who aha related 


] stated that! 

testimony Of IV* “ 


lbs* dlrtribated * booklet sontsining 
FRED CTliy tofWe 


W»to cmitafB 

5/27/59 fJNp_ 




to 6 
■ to 7 C 


to 6 
to 7 C 


Jb 


Comdtta* entitled "Will Tea 6itont« 

MURF HT received earreapm&gaar cn 

| ttm RejeWtollertrto Go. of ^port, Imk, Ih. pri» of tl» 

it mm 3 catting thi oaee of S08KRT H£l£8, fb b lt rtw of *AMiiMn Opinion* 


at Salaoot 78, aaa»*| as on* with a plan to atop hi— ml so in Aaerica. 


Another latter of tin above ns— j| looted VlS/59 to Hr. 

Htmm wirioed thst vuen eae forcing " *CbapUr» of " Patriot* all e**r tho 
country" stems n s a tes rs scald wad tho type of Infoaution Dr, SCSttR* 
has sappl3od. Uo also stated that ho had bam e orfcl q g *to aoeaivs 
for tho ftmrlostte tor Coast Station*! AeUm* 




Sdiog that it QM — tofrssslbla to gat any busimeeeen to pat an a 

'%#■ reoedve mosey* 

HBOTST reaaived an inritation fro* tho above mentioned 
a - too 4 sy eonfersnoe to bo hold at tho Harvard Club, 
the tenth of a aerlaa of each oonfereneoa haw boon hold 
the United States, attended by loading Indaetrlalifte and 
Mg three r e sent presidents of the Rational Association 
<*•* >KHPST aflaaPtod 

the sans et | I 

restenoo a i[ 


to 6 
b7C 


llHUf 



iwiHf vr&numnm mb 

ms also irrrited by SfKLCB to attend the above eoi 


X - Sursstt 
r ‘(y~ Boston (Info) 
1 - omfea (info) 

1 - Boor Ha ven 

. Wfijat 

• ' _L_ ■ i. •: .._>■* 


dWote hia sniife tine to 
to the eowemist thre 
[sxenee 

■ 



yisy^ iy^o 



i 






>Ad^ raaoltad in MtlmliKrtls nvoniti ■ 
It appwlad t# «1I Sbo bftUaW In tha iarrttabla dt'aatffef’anB AMnlta 
of Soiilt OwiWWUai and afttanglasaBta, It «neXea«d a patitlan to tha 
fhnm±4m% *a* t» attand a 0ua*fitt Ooafamtoa. Tha lattarhaad idantifia* 
filt OilMi itf tt* CowltUa «d eimUE JWV> *M*«5 

and dAWSlK* mwior •* flat Gh»lr*t«a. fba Bjcacatiir* Cdanlttoa of tha 
orgvlMtl«i la itJantif ladaa follcarai 



be 

b7C 







xr&MHIJ** 


Jtiw «twv'« lnfonafttion with %hrf*«llng that 
LoanMi n&fht b* jfttMpt&w t® tia floiaolil 
I who le * mm of mmm end d*wt®d 


IwMt iheednd for the Inf enutien end told that tb» Bamn eonld 
* iv® ceta ian* I n owalnatl ag th> position* of tbs indt*idu*l® ao»- 


|et»M 

poeetwlen 


agprteitted *ad onfr w«nt«d tb® FBI 

lnfojnurtiun. 



b6 
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Nirllfif 

X u*uU appr* data • ny tnfrmutia* 
if** e*uld gi»* m i* tM /* liming 
•rgeniiatunf * JR* J*hu Birth S**\*ty m 
fabndad kg B*k*ri Walth* 

fht* *rg*nirrH*m **pp***dly i* 

* Dadiavtad U tt« Survival kf, *ur 
kmrtkun my *f Ufa" It X*» If it it 
I wamldb* imam at*4 in it, 

X rtftiawtf *fr* Mutuary lyrmtian" 
frau tb* falHutuy p*r***fj>> Bay** Murphy 
Hhatrma* fh* fira—ld Q*mpmny,M*rtf*r<l 
GakmaakituU I haka appliadfar put haw* 
raaataad full i*fom*ti*u* - 

Aim «m *• many iff gaff of its# that 
hi 4* Bthini a * Pa 0*** frau* * am *r* 
Bukmraim t* tfc« Awartatu way a f Ufa * 
f*«mt Tam* 


Sinaaraly, 








August 12, 1959 


Star 


lb 6 
b7C 


Tour Jotter dated August 1$ 195 9* has boon 
received and the interest which prompted your communication 
is indeed appreciated, 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the function of the TBI as a fact-gathering agency does 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or opwsents 
concerning the character or integrity of any publication, 
individual , or organisation • T rsgret, therefore, that 
l am unable to comply with your reguests for information * 

Sincerely yours, 

\ John Edgar 3$ over 
Nl Dtrsctor 

1 - Boston (Enclosure) f U, 


ATTINTION, SAC. Bolton 


Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's communication, 
Bufileo contain no identifiable information concerning 
correspondent • 


v 

The John Birck^ggigfy and Robert Welch are 
~ Tnt^er to your f iles 62-3810 and 


known to your bfffcsT 
100 - 32891 ?. 


Note to SAC, Boston, continued page 2 
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D» Haueg. Mkrphu m8 investigated by ths Bureau in 
1942 as a T&Wffii^try for ths Office for Emergency 
Management , and no derogatory information was developed • 

He has over a period of years furnished information to the 
Bureau uhtoh he believed to be of interest • The 
New Haven Office has reported he is now 81 years of age 
and is devoting his time to fighting the menace of 
communism « He has also been corresponding with Welch 
concerning plans to fight communism • (77-27741) 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


August 27* 1959 


SAC, CHICAGO 


(loo-pri) 



ROBERT H, W, VELCH, JR. 
IHFORKATXOt ifHCERHIRG 
(INTERNAL SECtJRIT?) 


Kt SAC Letter 59-13 (F) captioned as abort, setting 
forth information tonetmlng WELCH, a resident of Belmont, 
KassaohuaottMu with of floes In Cambridge, Massachusetts. The 
SAC Letter notes that WELCH Is Editor and Publisher of "American 
Opinion", which he regularly publishes snd Issues. Neither 
WELCH nor his publication here ever been the subject of Bureau 
lnreetlgstlon. In January, 1959 he met with s group of leading 
industrialists st Milwaukee, Wisconsin et which tins ha 
lsetursd on Comatanlsa, the urgent need for sntl-Comuunlet 
motion, and hla desire to eetebllsh oetenslble Communist 
front gro up e which la reality would be antl-Ccamianlat groups. 

Re SAC Letter in# true ted that any information concerning 
further activity by WELCH In the furtherance of his plan 
should be made known to the Bureau. 

On August 20, 1959, Dr. HEDWIG S. 1CGHN of the Kuhn 
■ Clinic, Hsnraond, Indians, made available certain documents 
end correspondence reoelred from the captioned indlrldual on 
the letterhead of "American Opinion" and from the John Birch 
Society, Balmont 78, Massachusetts, which also appears to be 
an endeavor of this individual. 

Thera is enclosed herewith for the information of 
x the Bureau, Indianapolis, and Beaton, one photostat of eaCh 
of the following Items i 


Bureau (RBOIST 
Bee ton ( 



1- Chicago 

CRF/nJb 

( 5 ) 


ED)(Enels. 9 ) 

HjffiSTfteD) (Encl a. 9 ) 
unspoilt (REGISTERED) (Enc la 



Mh ]«For> • 
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1) Petition entitled "Committee Against Summit Entanglements * 
advising the President not to attend a "summit conference". 

2) Flyer entitled "Just • Minute, Mr* Congressman, 
before you vote our money end our lets way* • .* Thie flyer 
la deaar£bod therein as leaned by Ilia Cltlsens Foreign Aid 
CaimlM*! , Suite 335# 1001 Connecticut Avenue, H.W. , 

Wellington, D. 0. 

Mv A booklet entitled "The Scoreboard" described thereon 

n|im article which vat reprinted from "Amerloen Opinion", 

Belmont 78* Maaeaebnsette. 

h) A lettor dated Jut* 29, 1959 on the letterhead of 

"Amartoan Opinion* to Dr* KOBE end signed ROBERT WELCH* The 
lettofip notes that an unpublished manuscript of "mine, which 
is quite ewfldentlal”, would he aont to Dr* mat In a matter 
effeft few days* The letter notes that "We have e movement under 
Ply ef Which you undoubtedly have heard nothing— because we ere 
mwm&tsMlng entirely on building atret y**h a nd nnd e wt . endi . n g 
rather than ereeti.ua nolee. of which he 


raahgr than emoting nolee, of ttolch he 

ha#tgan an enthusiastic supporter a inoc it a xirtin urc — 1 

Decern wr, and whiah already has loosl working chapters In 
four states." WELCH continues by describing the background, 
methods, and pur poses of the John Birch Society end 
Indicates to Dr, KOBE that she will be furnished additional 
informs tloa concerning It* 

A latter to Dri KTJHH dated July 16, 1959 from WELCH 
agHn m the l etterh eed of "American Opinion" In Which he 
wtha^gpaes Dr* IflHE to permit another individual to reed the 
con fiden tial menus trip t which be had previously submitted to 
Dr* SURE* He describes the manuscript as being entitled "The 


during the poet December "for the purpose of building strength 
end ragUr standing to eomlbtt this conepirnty— while avoiding 
publicity to the fullest extent possible# because creating 
noise Is no part of our intention. The movement is growing 
vepy rapidly, with extremely encouraging support from s great 
mwiy patriotic leaders* • He indicated at the present 


many patriotic leaders* • He indicated at the present 
tiar that he did not believe it possible to fora regular 
ohspteru in Indiana, "for a few months yet", and suggested In 
the interim contact be maintained by mail* 



t 


CO 100-00 






\ _ 


6) A letter dated July from WELCH to Dr. KUHN 

stating that tinder separate coverm was sending the recipient 
a manuscript Which la not intended ror publication at all and 
which la being put into the hands of a number of good friends 
md outstanding patriots who would be depended upon to treat 
the document with confidence as requested and to take reasonable 
precautions to safe-guard the document While it la in the 
party* a possession. (This manuscript la entitled "The Politician", 
a copy of Whleh la in the possession of tha Chicago Office and 
Will be described liter. 


7) John Birth Society bulletin for July, the contents 
of which sre self explanatory, 

8) A memo on tha letterhead of the John Birch Society, 
Balmont 78# Kaaaaehaaatta dated July 4# 1959 entitled "A 
Preliminary and Condensed Statement". This dooument describes 
the l|km Birch Society as an organisation of Amsrleans 
voluntarily joined together to Cl) CoUbat more off actively the 
evil forces that threaten our country, our lives and our 
civilisation! ( 2 ) fo prevail upon fellow eltlsena to atert 
pulling out of the deepening morass of eelleotlvism and to 
climb to higher levels of individual freedom end responsibility) 
(3) To restore with brighter lustre and daepar oonvictlon, 

tha faith- Inspired morality, the spiritual sense of values 
Igd the gloriously humane traditions of which our Western 
euvilination has been built. The long range objective of the 
Socletjrjws been sumsrised as less govarnment, mors 
responsibility, and a better world. Continuing, the document 
s taws that the John Birch Society was founded by WELCH at a 
masting in Indianapolis on December 9# 1958 and haa working 
chapters in six ststes and additional chapters are being 
formed every week* Xts immediate goal la 1,500 working 
chapters for Daeember 31# 1959. The hone chapter maintains 
oontaet with msnbers and coordinates and their activities 
entirely by mill* there are home chapter members in about 20 
states and the list includes many of the most influential tnd 
highly regarded men end women In the country. 

' This memo continues setting forth information 

under Idle captions "What is The John Blrah Society?", "How 
arc Chapters ef the Society Homed?", "Why Haven* t I Heard 
Mere About Tbs Jeha Birch Society?", "How Mey I Join The 
Jsftm Birch seal# tyt" 

9) Item entitled "Application fer Membership", listing 
dues fey memb e rs hip and the conditions under which membership 
can betfbtalnsd. 
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The unpublished menus crip t of WELCH entitled "The 
Politician" consists of 28 7 pa ges of vicious materiel designed 
to tfunr that Proeldcn t EI SENHOWER was the chosen successor of 
fcravr President ROOSEVELT end that hla present administration 
Is under strong Conmunlst Influence. Typical of the statements 
contained therein Is one appearing on page six# last paragraph# 
which reads as follows! 


saved# in this period of greet vulnerability'# by Just one thing) 
‘ the inauguration, on January 20, 19$3# of Dwight David 

embower a« Preaidant of tha United state* • The drowns tanoe a 


"The aad truth is that this 


tfrmmr 

blllty# 


was actually 


of hfe election node It politically neoeaaary for him to bring 
many good men into hla government. The rationale of hla flection# 
and the tamper of the American people# made it Imperative for 
a While that ha talk a good brand of antUCanoxnlam. But the 
Ccaemxnlit Influences which completely controlled him kept the 
rains ef that control tight end effective. Subtly, cleverly# 
always proclaiming otherwise and finding specious excuses for 
what were remlly pro-Cewsnmist actions, these Communist Influences 
made him put the whole diplomatic power# economic power# and 
recognised leadership of this country to work# on the side of 
ftttomta and the Communists, in connection with every problem 
and trouble spot in their empire. You only hove to look at 


and trouble spot in their empire. You only have to look at 
whorl 'wo stand today# five year* later# at exactly these sam 
spotnjm the aaorebeard reviewed above# to realise the truth 


It simply was not possible to lose eo amah ground# so rapidly# 
to an enemy ao Inferior# by chance or by e tepidity. The 
explanation calls for a very elnlater end hated word# but one 
which it by no mean* new In the history of govammenta or of 
nations# The word is treason. It Is the province of this 
treatise to show the part played In these treasonous develop- 
ments, however unwittingly or unwillingly# by Dwight Elsenhower) 
ttd how# as the moat completely opportunistic and unprincipled 
politician America has aver raised ho high off lee, he was so 
supremely fitted for the pert." 


In view of the length of this manuscript end because 
Indianapolis and Boston as wall as the Bureau may already have 
* cow of the manuscript no photostats are being submitted 


Should the Bureau desire e photostat to be prepared 
by this o ffice tha original manuscript can again be obtained 
from Ir. KUHJf mud photostated. 

The Bureau la requested to advise of Its desires. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


DIRECTQR, FBI 


9/2/59 


FROM : 


SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 


subject: ROBERT H. W. WELCH, JR. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


Re SAC letter #59-13 dated 3/10/59. 



;he following material received 


from WELCH, Which is ertcioAod: 


1. | | bulletin of the . John Birch So ciety, wherein new 

fuii-i/ime salaried coordinators^ are announced; 

Lfihicago, 111. 

Ji Detroit, Mich. 

LDalj as . Texas 

~l( Part-time), home office, Belmont, Mass , 
I Tennessee 

ft Part-time ), New York City 
p5t. Petersburg, Fla. 

2. Letter from John Birch Society dated 8/3/59 soliciting 

attendance at a presentation of thr ha, n Imroi mri and purposes 

of the Birch Society, signed by 


2 - Bureau (Ends. 9) 

1 - Chicago (Info) 

1 - Dallas (Info) 

1 - Detroit (Info) 

1 - Knoxville (Info) 

1 - Memphis (Info) 

1 - Miami (Info) 

1 - New York City (Info) 

2 - Boston 
FPW: jmh 

nu 1 


S 1 ! gtilw 


/P0 
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3. Letterhead of the "Committee Against Summit Entanglements." 

// 

4. Letter from Committee Against Summit Entanglements dated 
8/7/59 soliciting contributions. 

5. Copy of proposed full page ad to be run In 50 major 
newspapers calling for President EISENHOWER tc cancel 
KHRUSHCHEV'S visit to the U. S. 

6. Copy of League of Rights Intelligence Survey, published 
in Melbourne, Australia. 

7. Copy of "CARIBj Caribbean Anti -Communist Research and 
Intelligence Bureau." Edited by C2IEGLER ISTVAN, former 
Colonel, Royal Hungarian Army and published in Ciudad 
Trujillo, Dominican Republic . 

8. Reprint from American Opinion entitled "The Scoreboard." 

9. Reprint from American Opinion entitled "There Goes 
Christmas . " 


For the information of offices receiving copies 
of this letter, the Chicago office on 8/27/59 submitted to 
the Bureau certain documents received by Dr. HEDWIG S. 

KUHN, Hammond, Ind., from the above-captioned Individual 
on the letterhead of "American Opinion" and from the John 
Birch Society, Belmont 78, Mass., both of which are 
endeavors of this individual. The John Birch Society was 
described as an organization of Americans voluntarily 
joined together to (1) Combat more effectively the evil 
forces that threaten our country, our lives and our 
civilization j (2) To prevail upon fellow citizens to start 
pulling out of the deepening morass of collectivism and to 
climb to higher levels of individual freedom and responsibility,* 
(3) To restore with brighter lustre and deeper conviction, 
the faith-inspired morality, the spiritual sense of values 
and the gloriously humane traditions of which our Western 
civilization has been built. The long range objective of the 
Society has been summarized as less government, more 
responsibility, and a better world. Continuing, the document 
states that the John Birch Society was founded by WELCH at 
a meeting in Indianapolis on 12/9/58 and has working chapters 
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In six states and additional chapters are being formed every 
week. Its immediate goal is 1*500 working chapters for 
12/31/59- The home chapter maintains contact with members 
and coordinates and their activities entirely by mail. 

There are home chapter members in about 20 states and the 
list includes many of the most Influential and highly 
regarded men and women In the country. 



No further action is being taken on this matter 

at Boston, 


3 - 


1 




Director , FBI 12/2/59 

SAC, Knoxville ( 100-0) 


ROBERT E. WELCH, JR. 

Belmont , Massachusetts; 

The JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, . - 
Belmont , Massachusetts 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Referral /Consult 



Enclosed for the Bureau and the Boston Division 
are copies of a report received by the Knoxv i ll e Ql fl pg I fal fik. 

report ia dated Hnvaabar 10. IflSft. f»nw the I L 



1 


It 1ft ' " reported th*t " " the " organisation ms a 1 

isfeat of "the Communist-run United Nations, 


its aims the 

stoppage of aid to foreign countries and the fighting of 
Communist organisations. It is also alleged that one 
"objective is that of opposing unions, especially that 
headed by Walter Reuther". 


Ref erral/ Consult 


The Bureau’s attention is invited to 


No investigation is being conducted of this 
organisation by the Knoxville office and the above is being 
forwarded to the Bureau for information purposes. 


2 - Bureau (Ends. 2) (Registered Will) 

1 - Boston (Enel. 1) (Info) (Registered Mail) 
1 - Knoxville 


TAS/epm 

(4) 


4 


w 



/#0 - 33.Z c t c l '22- 




ru 


t 




B aits c m 

AMERICAN OPINION 
An Informal Review 


i 

l 


Belmont 78, Massachusetts 


v - '§ 


leral Bureau of Investigation 
Department Of Justice 
Washington, % C. 

Gentlemen: •/ 


aftd express^ r^ArdfiT 
of zeal for /Our anti-communist efforts. 


has 

m 


states that for approximately 


years 


he worked within the Communist P arty, as an informant 


for the F, BJ&. T Irevealed this fact on 


Communist Fifty, 


then Severing all connection with the 


If it is permissible for you to tell us, we should like 
rarv mnrh tn hnva a rp nf irmation or denial from you of 
I and the favor would be much appre- 


c la ted, 


be 

blC 

b7D 


RW:cra 


All, if 

v v.?m 

V 



BiaLso ry 


Sincerely, 

/s/ Robert Welch 
Robert Welch 


:o¥ ocnmssm 

m 

BH' 



of 
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December Mg, 1959 


' ;/ ■ v 

Mr. MsMmrt Welch S ■ . 

Opinion* 

78, 

Deer Mr. Welch; 


1 » t i- ' ■ i, ■■> 





receive*. 


Veer letter dated December l, 1959, bee leee 


• ; -iae ■ muaum *+ te- lanttr inquiry*! 

FBI on * cwridentiai basis 

I aim w as cert peittete* fer bis services. 

, however, W*W e Specie! Agent «f this Bureau. 

This ihfornation should net** eetrg trHfed s* 

MKndatien* clearance er none lea reeve pfl 

Fill*- ' , ’ . Ur.-- -H ■ I .— - — ■ — 


#C^Ot» wIATIOJ? CCHTXMEQ 


iAJmJou 


Sincerelyyewr*, 

. , J. Edgar Hoover 

Jobe . Edgnsr Hoover 
Director ^00- 


1 J- Boston (enclosure) 

¥ - San Francisco (enclosure ) 


q fyi^pgft . . V UO:.-^- — - 

• v- * t i-CiCn 

. Dev, .< '>r“ — 


Enclosed is 
ication. 


discon? 


copy of correspoi 


ibo was 

[rter oisciosi n g his inform ant 
le publ lcfv disclosed binseff - 


Info r»at ion concerning Robert Welch is contained in 
Paragraph f If SAC Letter 59-13J 
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- Office Memorandum • united states government 


J 


to : SAC, Boston 


'from : Birector, FBI (62-104401) 


subject: R033RT E. iOLCH, Jii. 

B.iU'iON T , 3ASSACHUS dTTS ; 
TH3 JOHN B|RCH SOCIETY 
B.iiilONT, l£ASSACEOS'{5TTS 
IKFCl&ATjfcN CONCiMING 
( ETT SECURITY) 


Referral/Consult 


ke Knoxville let dated 12/2/ 
above enclosino cooiesl - 


captioned as 


which report stated that in a tape of a speech by itfelch 
which was played, at the 10/21/59 meeting of the Jchn , 
Birch Society, Reich made the statement that "he had. I 



SAC, Boston, is instructed to contact Reich 
and call his attention to the fact that the Bureau has 
been apprised of his statement. Reich should, be advised 
to identify the "life time frieno” and to furnish specifics 
concerning his having access to the files of the Bureau. 
Welch should be advised that due to the confidential nature 
of the Bureau’s files his statement is erroneous and creates 
an erroneous impression by people hearing the statement. 


1 - Knoxville (100-0) 


lljp^ 




fsafirmdd , , js&m. . | 

I smirm dj.',™. 

i ; 

i FBI — 80STQM * i 
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SAC, Boston 

Re: Robert B. tfelch, Jr., Belmont, juassachusetts ; 

The John Birch Society, Belmont, Massachusetts 
Information Concerning (Internal Security) 
62-104401 


Ee should be advised to have this statement deleted from 
all copies of the tape recording of his speech incorporating 
the statement and to refrain from making such a statement 
in any form in the future. This matter should be handled 
promptly and the Bureau immediately advised of the results 
thereof. 

It is noted that the Boston Office is in possession 
of Welch’s business and residence addresses. 





DIRECTOR, FBI {62-101*4.01) 


12/22/59 


SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 


ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 
BELMONT, MASSACHUSETTS J 
THE JOHN BDICH SOCIETY 
BELMONT, MASSACHUSETTS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
( INTERNAL SECURITY) 


,4/36/f4 'iM. J 


Rebulat dated 12A6/59. 


On 12/21/59 » accompanied by SA | 

viewed Mr. ROBERT H. WELCH, JR, at the office of 
Opinion,” 385 Concord Avenue, Belmont, Massachusetts. I 
explained to Mr. WELCH that it had come to our attention 
that a tape of a speech by him Which was played at a meeting 
of the John Birch Society at Knoxville, Tennessee, on 10/21/59, 
reportedly contained a statement that "he had access to the 
files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation through a life- 
time friend who was acting as an advisor to the Bureau.” 

Mr. WELCH immediately denied this, stating he was sorry but there 
was apparently a misunderstanding and under no circumstances did 
he make such a statement as It would be completely erroneous. 


I inter- 
arican 


bb 

b7 


Mr. WELCH suggested that in all probability the information 
received by the FBI pertained to a statement he had made con- 
cerning his association with J. B. MATTHEWS as contained on 
pages 160 and 161 in his book entitled, ”The Blue Book of 
The John Birch Society.” Mr. WELCH furnished a copy of this 
book which is forwarded herewith as an enclosure. The state- 
ment in question, which starts with the last sentence on page 
160, reads as follows* 


"And while of course I can make mistakes too, I know 
from the way ray opinion of various characters, formed 
entirely independently, has then proved to coincide 
with the opinion of J. B. Matthews, time after time 
when I have had a chance to check with him, that I 
have a fairly sensitive and accurate nose in this area. 


Enclosure 
Registered Mail 


LLLsmaJ 

(3) 
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"And of course I also hav > the benefit of J. B.*s files, 
almost Incredible memory, and judgment built out of 
long experience, to lean on whenever I wish. 11 

Hr. WELCH advised that the Information as contained in "The 
Blue Book of The John Birch Society" had been recorded by him 
and copies of these recordings had been played In various parts 
of the country In connection with the activity of the John Birch 
Society. A copy of the pertinent tape was played back and the 
wording contained In the tape was Identical with that in "The 
Blue Book of The John Birch Society." Mr. WELCH said that on 
occasions he also has referred to "J.B." (MATTHEWS) as a "life- 
long friend." 

Mr. WELCH said that at the present time there are John Birch 
chapters in fifteen different states. He said he Is probably 
looked upon as being "odd" as he has given up a good business to 
work on a project In which he firmly be ]^ftg « « nn mwin enaatlon. 
Mr. WELCH said he had considered having] arrange 

for a meeting between the Director and nims'S'li cut"; '.rowing of 

Mr. HOOVER* s many responsibilities, has not made such an attempt 
as he felt the Director is too busy with his many duties. Ho 
comment of any nature was made to Mr. WELCH in this connection. 

For the information of the Bureau, the office of "American 
Opinion," of which Mr. WELCH is editor and director, is located 
on the first floor of an insurance building near Belmont Square, 
Belmont, Massachusetts* Eight persons, both male and female, 
appeared to be engaged in typing in this room. Mr, WELCH also 
has the use of a shipping room in the basement which contained 
a considerable amount of pamphlet material. Three employees 
were working in the shipping room. Two additional employees 
were also observed in another office room which is apparently 
used for the purpose of interviews and also to record the talks 
of Mr. WELCH, 

Since Mr. WELCH has specifically denied making any statement 
indicating access to records of the FBI either in person or by 
tape recording, no further action is contemplated in this matter. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


t 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : SAG (100-32899) 


from : SUPV. P. M. CONNORS 


subject: ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 

Belmont, Massachusetts; 
THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont, Massachusetts! 
INFO CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


# 

date: 1/15/60 


On 12/21/59, ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. made available a 
copy of The Blue Book of The John Birch Society which 
is being made an exhibit to the case for possible 
future reference. 


FMC : ma i 

( 1 ) 
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62-104401 


DttC ember 81, 1 &5P Referral/Consult 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 

RC3SHT B. WELCH, JR. 

TEE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
BELMONT, MASSACHUSETTS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


For your information and the completion of your 
file * Welch was interviewed by Special Agents of this Bureau 
on December 21, 1959, at which time he denied making any 
such a statement and advised that none of his taped speeches 
contatm such a statement . Welch further advised the 
interviewing Agents that he has no access whatsoever to the 
files of this Bureau nor does he have any sources who have 
access to such files . 

I - Best on (100-32899) 

1 - Knoxville ( 100-0 ) 


FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 






u 

m 

Dates 


To: 

Afv 


: r* 

V\ , 

Promt 








§ I 

SAC, HEW TORE (100-0) 2/3/60 ,|§: 



? • H ew York letter to Boston dated 1/18/60 captioned 
s above# 

For tbs Information of Mew York, ROBERT WELCH mentioned 
in ySur letter la identical with ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. ae 
contained in SACLET 60-5 (Section C) . 

Although the Boston Division maintains a file on WELCH, 
Jge Investigation is being conducted in accordance with 
'NjSrean instructions. 
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(C) ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. - INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL 
SECURITY) ~ SAC Letter 59-13 (P) dated March 10, 1959. set 
out background data concerning Welch, a candy manufacturer 
of Belmont, Massachusetts, and his anticommunist campaign, 

Bufile 62-104401. Welch has written a manuscript entitled 
"The Politician,” which is a vicious attack on the political 
life and beliefs of President Eisenhower. Welch has not 
published the manuscript but has had a limited number of copies 
printed which he has distributed or "loaned” to friends or 
individuals who he believed would be Interested in its contents. 
The Bureau is in possession of a copy of it. Therefore, if the 
manuscript is offered to you for reproduction purposes, it will 
not be necessary to send copies to the Bureau. 

Welch also created an organization in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in December, 1958, called "The John Birch Society," 
the long-range objective of which has been summarized as "less 
government, more responsibility, and a better world." Chapters 
of this Society are coming into existence in various parts of 
the country. The Bureau has received several inquiries concern- 
ing the Society and is in possession of a copy of "The Blue 
Book," which sets forth information on the Society. 

The above is furnished for information purposes. In 
the event a chapter of The John Birch Society is organized in 
your territory, the Bureau should be notified promptly and 
furnished a resume of the chapter’s activities. The Bureau is 
particularly interested in any efforts by subversive elements 
to take over or use this Society or its chapters. No investi- 
gation should be conducted. *““** ‘ 



1/26/60 

SAC LETTER NO. 60-5 
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STANO/fSn FOH*S NO, 64 jgflL 

fP 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, BOSTON 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-0|V 

rqberA welch 
SM - C \ 


DATE: 1/18/60 


Referral/ Consult 


Attached herewith for your Information Is one 


The files of this office do not contain any 
information which can be identified with WELCH, and this 
is being furnished for your information. 


\/ } K 


At , *,f 

/>'- 

{/ , ,, ' 


2- Boston (Atts.2)(RM) J^ 4 
T- New York (10090) 


WPDtras 

(3) 


/. iW f 

v>/ ^ A 









Indices STearch Slip 
FD- 160 (Rev. 6-11-56) 


« 


4 



Address 


Birth Date 


Birthplace 


r~ 

Exact Spelling [ 

i 

All References [ 

i 

Main Subversive Case Files Only [ 

i 

Subversive References Only I 


cm Restrict to Locality of 


JMain Criminal Case Files Only 

U Criminal References Only 

^Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 
^Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 



Requested by pquad Extension File No. 


Searched by 


(date) 

Consolidated by 

(date) 

Reviewed by 


(date) 

File Review Symbols 

l - Identical ? - Not identifiable 

NI * Not identical U - Unavailable reference 
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&2A oopp 


4-AMa JW 

mmi 



■M$m 


/ oc 



Ki 33 . 


S nmcFtsoQ^ 

MASSACHUSETTS 


Jl® 


r <o \pfr >h *\ BtDwjjsf/y/B, Mswinuxns , , . >, „ , 

/ \ \ "^MAMr l-tAd-Vf^V 

V y - v.- ^ V 

To A Good American: ^ /?/£[. - 

'l* '/k'Jhd.,^ ?<?• ''iii. 


Ai-T'fe 

r$fc\ 


#^4 

&/ 


1/tf i/Md^L : *U -yJ a 

, } . ^>V, . J*.,. UTM ^ 

c T-he salutation is not geiiefaw^ten^^ 

fiave ^llimm^e^on^ior believing that you are a 

patriotic citizen, of good character and of good 

will towards other men and women who deserve 

it, or you would not be receiving this message. 

But to what extent you are willing to take action, 

to save for our children and their children some 

semblance of the glorious country and humane 

civilization which we ourselves inherited, we do 

not know. 




The John Birch Society is composed of people like 
^Ourself' It^aTTfoundM^ 

Indianapolis, by this writer and a small group of 
outstanding men who had come from various parts 
of the country at my invitation for a two-day meet- 
ing. You have probably jigarj i nothing about t he_ 
Society, because we avoid publicity as well as we 


can. This is not because there is anything at all 
secret about our activities, but because our whole 
purpose is to build strength. and understanding 
rather than create noise. 


But we now have full-time paid staff men, called 
Coordinators, and local working chapters formed 
and supervised by these Coordinato^s^-^nwre — “* 
states. We also have a Home Chapterf which 
maintains contact with its members ancf ^oo^dirjj-y 
nates their activities entirely by mail. There / " 
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are already members of this Home Chapter in 
about twenty states, and the list includes many 
of the most influential and highly regarded men 
and women in our country. 

A word about our name is in order. John Birch 
was a young Christian missionary, from a farm 
near Macon,,, Georgia, who was in China when we 
entered World War II. He joined Chennault’s 
forces as a volunteer, organized Chennault’s in- 
telligence, rose to the rank of captain in the 
United States Army, and served with unsurpass- 
able bravery and brilliance throughout the war. 
Ten days after V-j day, while in uniform, on a 
peaceful and official mission for our government, 
he was brutally murdered in cold blood by our 
-^a-llie s 1 -the Chinese- Communis t e . You have 

probably never heard of John Birch, simply be- 
cause the Communists in Washington planned it 
that way. We believe that his short by outstand- 
ing and memorable life so typifies the best of 
America that We have named our organization in 
his memory. 


Basically, The John Birch Society is a group of 
Americans who have voluntarily joined together: 
(1) To combat more effectively the evil forces 
which now threaten our country, our lives, and 
our civilization; (2) to prevail upon our fellow 
citizens to start pulling out of the deepening mo- 
rass of collectivism, and then climb up the moun- 
tain to higher levels, of individual freedom and re- 
sponsibility than man has ever achieved before; 
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and (3), to restore, with brighter lustre and deep- 
er conviction, the faith-inspired morality, the 
spiritual sense of values, and the ennobling aspi- 
rations, on which our western civilization has 
been built. The long-range objective. of the Society 
has been summarized as less government , more 
responsibility , and a better world . 

We are digging far. more deeply into the problems 
we face, however, and building far more* solidly 
in our coordinated effort to overcome the destruc- 
tive forces around us, than can be indicated in this 
letter. In order to explain, fully and clearly, the 
background, methods, and purposes of The John 
Birch Society, we have been holding two -day meet- 
ings of small groups of leading business men, pro- 
Xessiona 1-men, —and conservative-scholars , f-rom — • — 
all over the United States, regularly since last De- 
cember. The presentation made at Indianapolis, 
and'repeated at these meetings, has aiso been put 
on tape recordings, which are now being played 
back by our Coordinators to small local groups in 
many areas. 

But this same presentation is now available in a 
printed book, brought out quietly by ourselves be- 
cause we have not wanted the publicity "of com- 
mercia l publication . In this presentation we have 
attempted: (1) To outline the nature and the 
frightening advance of the threats against our na- 
tion, our religion, and our civilization; (2) to 
evaluate these dangers, and place them in their 
proper perspective, against the backdrop of world 




history and the rise of western civilization; (3) to 
set forth a positive philosophy and program to 
which men of good will, religious ideals, and hu- 
mane traditions may rally with confidence and de- 
termination; (4) to offer leadership which can 
make the dedication of such men and women more 
constructive and more fruitful; and (5), to describe 
in detail the organization, function, and procedures 
of The John Birch Society. 

The cost to ourselves for each of these books we 
mail out is approximately two dollars. And al- 
though we are not in the book-selling business, we 
believe that the financial solvency and soundness 
of our Society (which is incorporated as a non- 
profit educational corporation under Chapter 180 
of the General Laws of Massachusetts) is a basic- 
requirement for progress. While the Blue Book 
of The John Birch Society is not for sale in any 
general sense-, therefore, it will be sent postpaid 
for two dollars to anybody who is invited to be- 
come interested in what we are trying to do, and 
how, and why..' And we shall be glad to have you 
consider this letter as such an invitation to your- 
se lf. 

Sincerely, 


This letter 
suggestion o 




STANDARD FORM fa* tU 


Offing- Memorandum 1 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


* 



SAC, Boston 

/ / 

SAC, Pittsburgh (62-0/) 

C .. v ** 

V : *" y 

THE JOHN BIRCH sA^IETY 
Belmont 78 , Massachusetts 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


DATE: 


1 / 19/60 


By Icftf.pr dated l/9/6or~ 

[T'-^rMslie^ ,r THTs r ' 

oITTce with a riaTIet capTlone3 '' TKe John fe i-ch Society, 

Belmont 78 , Massachusetts," bearing a printe ‘ signature 
of ROBERT WELCH, which she had received a fe days 
previously in the malls. 

It is noted that this leaflet contains t ynin on page f our 
which states that the letter was sent to ! l at 

the suggestion of I I 

The files of this off ice con tain no previous in formation 

nonf.f>r»n1 ne - 1 I hnweysr.l II, P rpnnrtftri 


The files of this office contain no informat 'on indicating 
that any of these organizations are known to be subversive 
in character. 


The files of the Pittsburgh Office are also . egative 
concerning The John Birch Society; however, nasmuch as 
this organization is -Laaaiied MliJala your ter itory, the 
leaflet furnished by| |is being ..orwarded to 

your office. 


2 - Boston (Ene. l)(RM) {'V* 
1 - Pittsburgh 

JTM/jep 

(3) 
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Aliases 
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Birth Date 
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|__ Exact Spelling I. ~l M ain Criminal Case Files Only ru Restrict to 



I All References 1 l Criminal References Only 

[ Main Subversive Case Files Only II. 3 Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 
L... , Subversive References Only I I Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Crimin:! References) 


File & Serial Number 
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estrict to Locality of 



Consolidated by 


Reviewed by 


File Review Symbol* 

1 - Identical ? - Not identifiable 

NI * Not identical U - Unavailable reference 
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Base, M 

the Tfrtit< 


iBoetoa Onirerilty, Boevi*, gee i-nterrieegd, 

feat Head^jgHi 1 ; R egion III, 10 oth CIC drew.* Boetor, tmy 

Pwc«rnln| lafen*tia« aid at) she fait would to «f intarsft to 
tat** foreroNMi* Sowed «h«ted Mbetantlally *e follows; 
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editor of American Opinion, a monthly oBRIeiuw toich j 
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"anuru are still Wia at heart and, therefore. anti-Oee«a 
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jteeilng at- a country club, aa&e 'cnkaeer, la , *Hont» 
qerscna were invited to this aeeMng, all oi v-oa were 
-Sjor to the invitation. . ,m\£~SP £ «er 
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I 1 I w ho ocaumlsd Uw p osition new 

held ty , , hr mia, | I for , 

a ta i>Wgl7' | | wes OOWHdthd 'with an srg5STi3II®"55Ix*4 tM 

and fourcs rmTu reading material written by bda gad p*ll*b®dhccrTr» 
nan# of the Liberty LoMf, San Francisco, California, drtdn sea extremely 
vitriolic la it* eritieiaa ef President Eisenhower for Mi ' alleged pro-Megro 
and pro-Semitlsn. 


The ’-Fn Hi reft Seclety vat named in honor of John Mwh. an American 
Raotiah missionary, who waa killed, according to Welch, by. Me Chinese 
Comsunlats, on ?5 Augaat 1945* A boon., Entitled, "The lift 'if John Birch*, 
written by Welch, waa published ia 19% by the Henry Rafteiy Company. 

Tic ultimata ala. of the Socle *y ia to beco m e a third political party 
in the United states and, eventually, rule of tha country. This la to be 
secompli sh*?* . by uniting all anti -Comnetr 1st organltaUeaa aid laritvld*al§ 
under the leadership of tin John Firch Society. Source eoald net cite specific* 
es concerns the program ef evolution Into a political force. 

According to| | the Society le presently organised late 

approximately 3<J separate anaptertfwlth a total membership of 1200 persons. 
Source is personally a vara of tha existence of chapters In Balmont end Boston, 
but he* seen ccrreepondenee' from chapters In Chicago, Illinois t .Sew Turk City, 
and unknown cities in California and Florida. 


Each ehioter le required to have a weekly meeting* Which la halo in 
the home of th« chapter laager. In Belmont, the meeting in an fhmrsday, in 
the hams ofl I Discussion is su pp o s ed te B a rt e r gromed tha Wankly 

Bulletin, v ffrcR it rnte la and edited by; welch, pereeoaUy, and mailed te 

each chapter. A tape d reproduction of the speech made ty ttaieh, at tha organ- 
isation meeting In Janeary 1959, is an hand in each chapter. This tape, six 
hours In lengtf , is used vhanrrar the chapter receives a idfetst for a speaker. 
Normal orocedure is to divide the speech into three seeademe of two hours aach, 
Tha taped speech is aaad beoense deleft doc a not desire Individual Society 
members to make speeches j they ealy eake intredaatevy reswrfcs and aann imp 
question* after the tape has been heard. Society m e ab e ra are te be Mart to 

opportuniMea to p r iss mi the taped lectures, through n a wl social, 

and business contacts* Meloh streaaea contact with Catholic orgartaatiao* 
because, although s Pnrt tot ant himself, he feels that the Catholle dMR# 

Is eore militant in lit stand against C<m»a*nisn,\ Tha decladsa to niiirrf 
the taped speech is made emly by the chapter 1 seder, she jarsanally mains inm^ 
presentation,, A party ef interested persons is usually haW at tir s hone of 
one of the contea sw a ad. aftsr a brief discussion, thin taped seeech is ore- 
sented.l I ef tha Beaton ohaoter, is particularly active xa 


ad, after a brief discussion, the taped sessch is ore- 
ef tha heat *e ofc*ot«r, is particularly active xa 
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organising thees meetings. Response to tbe initial two-bour session daUnlMi 
whether meeting# will be bald (• present the two warning two -ho w r sessions. 

No nctes or other method of ntproductSon ere permitted at t<hMM wasting# • 

Scarce xo unaware of any p ra— nt atlons being <*ada to w a efo np M&felte military, 
either -r-iivldually or la group* ; however, in August or Se;iiw||iP' 1W, Welch 
spoke at the Harvard Club, Haw tor* City, end Source recallUpw^g inyltfttlen* 
to tip retired and one active duty U. S. Army general of f i aeisR Mi^Kypai re- 
called. Source doe? not knew whether they attended or not.. mnerfi^at 
l^aac one previous sc-eaking appearance et the harvard Club In Mew York City* 
details unknown. 


sc-caking appearance et the harvard Club in Mew Terk City* 


Persons who alow interest in taking, active participation in anti- 
Cawmijit activity, after attending a taped tea si on, are giees the opportunity 
to join the Society. Source ia unaware o r any specific larawHif tlona con- 
ducted on new »e»t>*rs, Put la aware that inquiries are med*,- OW a personal 
deals, through social contact#. A new somber is given a MMfllRreblp card and 
si ms a request for nomberahlp. Mewbera pay $? per month ibawef however, those 
who can afford u , pay wore. lack chapter leader ia rwqp&rwrf pt eohadt a 


monthly report to ?ocivtjr Beeckgoerters, covering meal 
art iri 1 1 as .There reports are all rsaintai ued trjrl 

land reporta all pertinent bf.nw.tiwi wi 


waMbershit 


Welch ha a prepared a ao-calie-j Book* which l# an outline of 

‘ la taped speech, but. which la much more nocorate in it# sppreesh, to the 
extent of the Cost... nist penetration of the "niied State# 30 V«mm&, wince it 
1? intended for sale to the general public. As of Septawdi§pV59f tMs book 
had not been printed. 


At the tine c! the vlait to the United State# by soviet Premier* 
Khrushchev, instruction? a? to how Society -.members should ask, specifics 
tmfcnevr., were p w.t out by Which, together with black are bands, which ware 
to be vorr. by Society aeabera for the duration of thruahatosv *a visit. 

Source heard cis--*:ssit.na a# to the possibility of ahooting Ifcrwahchev, but 
doesn’t believe that the oowverssnts were actually serious in their intent. 

It ia planned that a waving picture of Welch, j.a naanHuj bia speech . 
will be mads and utilised in lieu of the taped version. WX0 has stated that 
f 20,000 has been pledged for this purooas. F^tura plana also call for the 
eatabUsna-m o r reading roam* eontaimng a mi -Co— uniat • fl«|j|tar^ to ha open 
to the genera’ -utUc, ' All ohaptere have bean required |%i nMMdt IHM e^ggM 
potential r« * . of tarlttea awterial from tbe Soeisijr* ’ 


« . t . 


<* activities outline* above. Source la w 
■ as undertaken by the .ichr, Birch Society. 
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For- American Opinion 
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»' ;n Amer ican Opinion art anti tied, 
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An unknown retired 0. S. Amy general, who note aa a lobby at - 
Congress, representing Welch's risers. This general resides in Washington and 

i« on Welch's Payroll. ' 


rfelch also contributed towards’ nr fraying ex p asse t incurred by 
n t tonally-known radio MnanUtor Fbltoa L-rwis, Jr. (Continued) 
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Tl;* monthly magaaine American Ooisicn, publish*! ky ROBERT WELCH . 
Incorporated, prints sight tbmaSST copies SoHthly , apjrtiApftaly half of which 
are D«id for by ' ruhMtigfclea* The t minder ars mailed tMjgfreoas who may b* 
Interested. 4 small osmfeer srs distribute by Pavid Beall' flfyarious drag 
stores sod other store* hfcerm negaatnea ere eld for geutgn|ppile to the 
public. Issues are mailed te prospective customm whoee'jjEses ere obtained 
through the John Btrste Society, other Welch sympathiser*, IBb exchange of 
nailing lists with otti§ft .ftce^/v— mi «t mihi \ gtiinoM , puimom. In 

add it. 1 nr> tn a rt i^laa, „wri liaml | Welch receives material 

fron | | of the staff* 0 # the let* U* S. Senator 

Jpseph McCarthy , Ubert C. lIHSBySr, General, USk , retired ) and frequently 
receives mat erial from the offlee at 0. 5* Senator Barry Colds* ter. Scarce 
believes thal | ~~K » m Write* ’• payroll, 

Welch edits all (arterial appearing in the magaaine sad writes many 
articles himself. In atfditlse to the magatine, Welch pairtisiHrt seny peephlsts 
which are distributed free end sold through advertisements In Antrioan Opinion . 
Source can recall two* "Report of American Par Association* and Nh r people 
b . .«m riwn»i.t.n ..Source nertisularly recalls the latter because, ] ~| 

la magasias published by a Jesuit publishing houM, l KM 
which ‘Welch eopiei his pamphlet. The Welch oauphlet does not indicate ita 
source, t i . 


4 ivided into sections 


J are Ji« CL 
Government, 


, Education, 


Labor, etc. These files are also divided into geographical breakdowns to 
include most ef the countries of the world and many orgaAieetleaa in this 

country and throughout the world. 

Extensive files are eaintmined on leading polities!* military, and 
business leaders of ths world. Typical selections under tfc&e section ef 
Communists aret U. S. Senator John Kennedy* General of ths Andes George C. 
Marshall, deceased, former President Harry S, Trass sad fjmfrlln D. Reoeevelt, 
as well as the United States Snprsma Court and the Amerlesm 'mat Association. 


Ths material for these files is selected, by lMMUMpi MWapspers 
and material received fr on various sources, to incl\»rtjWll|lp | j ^^ 
innumerable newspapers, both domestic and foreign. I taipiiSppMrt. • 

files is devoted to an ti -Common let organisations and pef||WlW^UkK! y liin ear? 

J, Edgar Hoover, Herbert flesver, Herbert Philbrick and ■ Owiwsl ldsoauer . ' 
veleh uses the files for research material when jeraparing %' speech or writing 
nr. article. 
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files of the following aganeiea ware checked 
| so tires of information oorxemtm S'^JnSCT, on 

atedi 


Maaeacbaeetta Board of Probation, 

Bee te a, RsfMshustiti 


cr l??y Bureau of Identifier nil or, 

Boston, Haasuchuaette 


4o Record 


So Record 


k r »FNT *S <OTBS* tba Kaasachoeetts Board of Probation is a central 
rsposltorv for all g as ordo of arreat which result in oc aviation in tns Caowoweslth 
of Wastsehuaetis. Records of arrests for drunkenness and smm minor traffic 
violations «•! ich do not rMh tit lit corwieUot are recorded ffcr eourt reference. 
Hasaaehiu setts lav forfctnds the disclosure of arrest or etna lotion records for 
offenses ccmitted prior ta an individual's seventeenth MHkds;. 
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Note: Hand print nWs legibly; bandwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
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■Soc/trry/ 


* Address of;subiect ’ , 


Character of case. . 


I S/k~d 


Complainant's address and 


[ Complaint received 


L-j^Tel. 


lephonic 


Race , n • |Sex 


£ | Scars, marks or Other data 
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date and Birthplace . 


Complexion 
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Inclosed for the Bureau and Boeton are autostat 
copies of a postcard captioned ”STAT iUT - 0.8. A. - The 
Svusalt Lea 
offm byl 

r~] 8ett W llll WIl l aeli l ' ll Buieitt 1 ; 1 ;P belig ' ^iPd: (bit CnTcgrT 
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WAS ooatearked at la rtford. Connecticut, and addressed to 

L as employee of the Better Business Bureau, 
is card Indicates it is copyrighted I960 
by Aserieaa Opinion, Belnont 78, Massachusetts. 
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Am the Bureau fas been prev lonely advised, a 
chapter of The &hn Birch Society exists la lartford. Conn., 
and it appears that this nailing say hats been handled by 
tip lartford chapter. 

4-" This is for the information of the Bureau and the 

Boston Office. 


3 - Bureau, (aeslosure - 1) (IBM) 
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JOHN BID CHNQ (.IOT 
IS - X X 


jZ 


March 3* I960 


T ; o Detroit letter to Bisreau, iebn^ry 16, I960, and! 

SAC Latter 60-^(c), January 26, i960. 

the follovjinp additional information ro wardin ' captioned 
Society has come to the attention of tho Detroit Office. 


p\ppear53 rcg rzzmz TO on pj i g o, 

and ad Jana that he had written n lot fcaa iaa A. i n« *MaaLljMaad 

Society at Belmont, Maosachuaotts, on 
requestin'" a co.mr nf th n,Jl^l.no....L , Ao3.c > published by tHo F 'ocioty. 

lio said that o n I hr. rornhr^ fthn ’* Thin 

Bo?k n a lonr with a letter! L ^ | thankin' 

I f or Mr inquiry. v‘hc Icttd H I also told 

1 I th at there were two lor-1 nf the John >lrch 

.final etu 11I n -Detroit and thnt | . I , | 

for the Society* ^nr cony ol L ToHer 

tTaS ciosi^lftater fern at^etroit • 


none TFT] 
stated 1 


: * nn A i 


at he \mnl 


mnsBinj 


v rrmtac tru 


a local chapter of the c *, ol" T 6 5e cf ;T 6 £ ^le ty • | |thXd] 

that one of the nal n objectives of the .society was to act as 


and beliefs of the Society.! 



that he would like to 

i join an 


tioa 

d 


opposed to the opinions And beli efs of the Society. | ( 

said that he first told | It hat he would like to J01B aid 

jB^csBn^kiMiejr a^as for om year. However, 

as | [ continued to talk with him a t greate r length, he 

changed his mind abotiij the Soyietv and I ~~| refrurnod ftis 

i« wore 


is 

spoke 

the 


changed his mind about the Society and I | returned his 

$2.00 membership fee. | |said that the wore | | spoke 

to hiu about the Society, Els suspicions of the Aims ft it he 
Society were aroused and he began to feel that it was perhaps 
a Communist front organization. It was this latter fear that 
caused him to change his thought about joining the Society. 

2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) ftfrrrf j\/ - 

% - Boston (Info) (REGISTERED) V / ;/ 

x •• Detroit S' t •< • ■ f ‘ a 

WBL:»HD AMs ' A .-jhs 

w) {wr ■ <S\ 
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FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
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n * I | yocalled that in his dlBcuysiflBJIlifr I I 

ho was toI?I nor Chapter ziuaber 60 assts at I r esidence fc 

on Sundays, although ho did not know tho frequency of those b 
meetings. He also added that he Iwd initially written to the 
Society because of literature that%s *had receive* from the 
"American Opinion" which commented «£e* the Society and which 

address Is Ide ate* i wi th tho Society addreni In poiQont, 

MMiirluifTnttn I leralafncd that he ia l I 

I So said that im thinking back abd« 

tho Society it was, ho felt, hio duty to bring this information 
to the attention of tho FBI. 

, The Indices of tho Detroit Office indicate that ! 

I | was a Source of infas-ation of thd~ 

Detroit Office until she was discontinued ia l 1 

because of the non pertinent nature of the information she could 
furnish and the lack of regular contacts by her with sources who 


Infoimati< 
office m 


h as developed as a source or 
ler voluntary contact with the Detroit 
At that time she told the interviewing 


OUt hid ctuit 65CXSSS SHE D8TI5TC5 TH5 3TPHISI ETCH W*B A 

’’leftist group”. She also indicated to the interviewing Agent 
that she wan strongly anti-Conuaunist in her feelings. 

Tto? Pttrolt MflLsfl lisp interviewed ! , L 

oq February W t i960. I I 

iisiu vfuwb to toe uirector volunteering his services and 
indicating his concern over the threat of Communism to the US. 

Ho also Inquired in the letter for the Bureau * p nnlninn of the 
John Birch Society. During the interview with l I he stated 

that he hfH nun* ttiMttnff nf thfl Snr Let.t? in Detroit held a 

the home of l ■ ■ 

is an acquaintance of l I Ho said that literature was 

distributed at this meeting and a speech delivered which was vers 

Communist in nature as was the literature. However, I paid 

ho did not Join the John Birch Society and has not attended any 
further meetings of the Society because he was not certain as to 
tho ultimate aims of the group. 
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BE 100*37934 





One copy of this letter is being designated for 
. the iSns toa Office in view of the information furnished by fos 

I Jregarding his correspondence with the Society *s hie 

headquarters. 

Detroit will furnish the Bureau any other pertinent 
information received regarding the Society* 


* a * 



Indices Seorjch Slip 

FD-^60 (ReV u 6~ 11*56) 


TO: CHIEF CLERK 



Exact Soellina I I Main Criminal Cctas Files Onlv □ Restrict to 

All References 1 j Criminal References Only - 

Main Subversive Case Files Only I ‘ i Maln Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

Subversive References Only IZZ-— Iwain Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 


Restrict to Locality of 


File & Serial Number 



Requested by 


Searched by 


Consolidated by 


Reviewed by 


File Review Symbols 


I ~ Identical 
N1 * Not identical 


? - Not identifiable 
U * Unavailable reference 


isammtm cowtmma. 

^ mm * » 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 3/30/60 

SAC, DALLAS (100*10360) 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
X9 - X V 


. b6 

b7 


On 1/25/60, 
Department. Fort ffnr±S 




Hichland Hills Police 




attends} 



T . 

J had turned in to his 


whic! 


n the previous day the follow*** printed material, 
had found near the curb in the street of 3200 block 


of Kingsbury Street , Fort Worth, on 1/24/60, at about 7:30 P.M.: 


(1) One copy of "THE BLUE BOOK 01 THE JOHN BIRCH 
SOCIETY," copyright 1959, by ROBERT TOUCH. 

(2) One copy of a booklet by ROBERT WELCH titled "THE 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY , Belmont, 78, Massachusetts . " 



(3) Ten "Application For Membership" forms. 

(4) Five booklets titled "THE LIFE OF JOHN BIRCH," by 
ROBERT H. TOLCE, JR. , published by HENRY REGNERY 
COMPANY, Chicago, 1924. 


(5) Six booklets titled "MAY GOD FORGIVE OS," by 
ROBERT H. W. WELCH, JR. 


(6) Fourteen copies of "ONE MAN'S OPINION," a magazine 
published by ROBERT WELCH, life*,- Belmont, 70, i 
Massachusetts, including issues for February, Apr ill, 
July and November 1056, and issues for February- ’ 
March, May, July-August, September (6 copies) and'*' 
November, 1957. 

(7) Twelve copies of "AMERICAN CP INION," a magazine ' 
published by EGBERT WELCH, INC. , Belmont 78, t \ \ 
Maseachuse tts , including issues for February, March 
June, September, and December, 1958, and Issues for v 
January, March, June, September, October, November \ 
and December 1929. 

C 

2 - Bureau (RM) 

Boston (RMXInfo.) 

Dallas (160*10360) 

JTOjHM 
(4) 





DL 100-10380 


(8) One copy of a reprint front "ONE HAN'S OPINION," 
September 1953 issue, titled ""A LETTS® TO THE 
SOUTH ON SEGREGATION , '* published by ROBERT WELCH, 
ISC., Belmont 78, Massachusetts. 

(9) Flee copies of a reprint from "AMERICAN OPINION," 
February 1958 issue, titled "THY PEOPLE BECOME 
COMMUNISTS," published by American Opinion, Belmont 
7 8, Massachusetts. 

Officer advised that an address label found With 

this material retie etc fl that tfte fttfffgaiflK printed aaterlal 

JbuuOasn mailed to| 

I from THE JOBS BIRCH SOCIETY, Belmont 78, Massachusetts. 
Same had been mailed from Boston, Massachusetts, on 1/19/60. 

Officer | . N I oshd Bed 

fee and companion*! 

were riding around at the time they found this material, which in 
their opinion had been lost or discarded near the curb in the 
3200 block of Kingsbury Street, Fort Worth,, 


■3/28/60, 


Retail Merchants Association. 


t has been known to the files since July 1927 , and was 
ecked 7/16/59. HART is currently retired, but was 
formerly self-employed in real estate and insurance. He was born 
12/7/92, place not stated. Twelve retail accounts were reported, 
all of which were satisfactory. 

Qc_a/ 28/60, the following advised thtV faftVP po record on 

"i THEOnpra BEWTATm SARTs I I Identic. , 

■f leaf Ion Division , | I central Records Division, and | I 

I Identification Division, Tarrant County Sheriff's Office , 
TorTTorth, Texas. 

O n 3/29/60, Dallas Confidential Informants land 

I who are familiar with some CP activities m vne | | 

Worth area, and who have furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised that THEODORE BERNARD HART a.od | | ore un- 
known to these informants. 


following: 


I advised a. 
* otner reference# to an 
and JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 


was yin: 



— 2 *■ 








270 investigation la this matter is contemplated and the 
foregoing is submitted for information purposes only. 



i 
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DE CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
-DATE 01-30-2012 


Transmit the following in 


radiogram 


Date: 4./14/6O 


(Type in plain text or code) 


( Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTENTION: CRIME RECORDS DIVISION) 

PROM: SAC, BOSTON (100^32899) / 

ROBERT H. WELCH, JR,, BELMONT, MASS., JOHN E NRCH SOCIETY, 
BELMONT, MASS., INFORMATION CONCERNING PARE! INTERNAL 


SECURITY END PAREN. BUFILE 62-104k01.l 


A BOSTON SCHOOL 


TEACHER, ON APPEARED AT BOSTON OFFIC I. SHE REQUESTED 

0 HE HUNDRED TWENTYFIVE COPIES OF DIRECTOR'S TATEMEHT CON- 
CERNING COMMUNISM, APPEARING IN MARCH, SIXTX FBI LAW ENPORCE- 
MEKT BULLETIN WHICH WAS QUOTED IN CAMBRIDGE- : OMERVILLE , MASS. 
EDITION OF BOSTON AMERICAN ON THREE TWENTYTI .EE SIXTY. 


STATED SHE IS A MEMBER OF JOHN BIRCH CCIETY BUT IS 


REQUESTING COPIES OF DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT AS AN INDIVIDUAL 
AND FOR DISTRIBUTION AMONG FELLOW TEACHERS A THEIR REQUEST. 
WHEN ADVISED HER REQUEST WOULD BE FORWARDED :0 BUREAU THROUGH 


THIS OFFICE. 


STATED SHE HAD PREPARED WRITTEN REQUEST 


WHICH SHE INTENDED TO FORWARD BUREAU DIRECT! IN EVENT COPIES 


NOT AVAILABLE AT BOSTON OFFICE. BOSTON INDIES NEGATIVE ON 





BS 100-32899 
KPW:GM . , 

A; / 

. , // 

Approved; & — 

Special Agent in Charge 






,1s/ Per 


/oo-3SLpf-9l> iJ - 




§ # 

BS 100-32899 

SUBSEQUENTLY EMPLOYED ON ETCH'S PUBLICATION , 

THE QUOTE AMERICAN OPINION END QUOTE AT BELL NT, MASS., 
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED BOSTON OFFICE FOUR OURTEEi; SIXTY 
STATING HE THOUGHT DIRECTOR'S ARTICLE, WHICH APPEARED IN 
BOSTON AMERICAN , WOULD BE HELPFUL IN RECRUIT NS MEMBERS TO 
THEIR ORGANIZATION , NAMELY THE JOHN BIRCH SC;iETY, WHICH 
ATTEMPTS TO COMBAT COMMUwISM.[ 1 REC ESTED PERMISSION 

TO HAVE REPRINTS MADE OF THE ARTICLE. HE 1.7, * TOLD HIS REQUEST 
WOULD BE CONSIDERED AND HE WOULD BE ADVISED. HE THEN SAID HE 
WOULD HOLD HIS REQUEST IN ABEYANCE SINCE A 

MEMBER OF THEIR ORGANIZATION, WAS IN PROCESS CF WRITING TO 
WASHINGTON FOR COPIES OF THIS ARTICLE. 


END 




p 


/¥> ■ 


DIRECTOR, FBI (62 -Hi 4401) 


April 13, 1000 


r>* 




SAC, DETROIT (100-27934) 


THE JOHN BIRCH 

(FLINT, MICHIfilir CHAPTER #02) 

IMFORKATIOK CUBBING. 

IS-C 

So SAC letters 59-13 (F) , 3/10/50 and GO-5 (C), 



•b b 
hie 


On Iburch 29, I960, Captain 1 I KA # 

FI iat , Michigan , Police Department , oho ham furnished rel table 
information in the past, advised 3A[ l that 
on February 1, I960, be received information concerning a 
small group of individuals in Flint who bad organised with 
the apparent intent of CPHfrftUaff He stated that 

he later learned from hi I that this tjvoup is 

known as The John Birch Society. According to I I J032* 

BIRCH was a Captain in the U.3. A rmy who try murdered in 
China by the Communists. Captain f T ainted that he 


£r 


expressed an inter oot in the group merely io learn more 

, About than. Saveral days later hr received a note frool 

I | inviting him to attend the February, 19 

meeting ana enclosed a Bulletin and application for this 
society. 

The Bulletin reflects that the next regular meeting 
o£ this society will be held at the headquarters of The 
American Party, 113 Vest Fourth Avenue, on Sunday, February 
14, 1960, at 4:30 F.U. It reflects that only two previous 
meetings have been held in Flint, those being in December, 

1959 and January, 19BC , at this sane loc ation- It also 
reflects that Attorney 
Director. 


b 6 
hlC 


Is the Michigan 


A oopy of this Bulletin and application is enclosed y-,' r 
for the Bureau’s information. 


meeting 
of this! 



sE 


stated that he attended this 


Captain | pi 

that The following are the six members 

_J 

1 1 jV-iTc>!i0 

• - . u . rl ~n 1 


y/ 


2. - Bureau (Ends. 3) {REGISTERED) 

Boston (Info.) (RM) 
r- Detroit 
blg:1»p 

<s> 

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 
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Captain ! l atofrcd that ho learned nothing 

^ou'tlier o£ value at ttao nootiag ho attends;!., Ho aiatco 
that ho does not want to join this group. omvcr, to 
estates that he will ho hc&t advi sed of all ■;>£ thoir activitico 
rAnfio ho ab well acquainted with ! I end 

| who arc attempting t© get hio to join. 

Por instruct loan o2 ro^oroacod SAt lotto vo, a© 
investigation conducted. Bureau will fee 2cept advised o2 
activities off this revra an ©3 iaiosmtioa is -aaio available 
bp Captain 




m 100-27034 


b 6 

Also unclosed lor tko Bureau la oss copy of & hi 

card di stributed b r wostbera of the Joba Birch Society to 
Captsin r^^ I entitled. ‘STAY AWAY - U.».A. t THE msm 
LSA m fOBlSSSTEfr. It reflects copyright I960 by Aoerisasa 
Opiaion, Belooat 7£, LJasaiaehusetts . 


3 



4/22/60 


AIRTSL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 

(ATTN: CRIME RECORDS DIVISION) 


JftOM: SAC, BOSTON (100-32399) 

ROBERT , H. JR. 

BelMm£ MdQB.j 

JOBE JbRCH SOCIETY 
BeTiiiilipi Mats. 

INFO CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY ) 


[ 


Reray radioman 4/14/60, 


Jp 


j and employed by the JOHN B I RCH SOCIETY , 


personally contacted this office and advised that 
reoadJy the "Boston American newspaper printed an 
excerpt from the Law Enforcement Bulletin recording 
an article by Director J. EDGAR HOOVER concerning 
CoKcmmlaa on which she commented very favorably. 


then asked if this office could make 

TOIiaPTg t o lie * 25,000 copies of this article. She 

was told that this number was not available at Boston. 
She stated that she was going to communicate with the 
Bureva direct In an effort to obtain information 
cone earning CoMRinlst matters, which might be available 
there and at that time would attempt to obtain the 
25,000 copies shs desired. 


LATWHLIN 


3 - Bureau (62-104401) 
X - neat on (100-32895 5 

IDn/po’bintm 


OtfO 
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Your letter of April 15, I960, with enclosure, 
relative to your efforts in combating communism, has been 
received. Thankyou for writing. 


In response to your request I am forwarding, 
under separate cover, 150 copies of my statement in the 
March 1960 issue of the FBI law Enforcement Bulletin. 

Sincerely yowa, 

«*• JSagar H oavwr 

lV Boston 

Reurad 4-15-60 


bo 

b7C 


1 
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OfrTtQNAL. FORM NO. 10 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



to : SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) date: May 3> I960 


from : SA 


subject: ROBERT H/ WELCH, JR. > 

Belmont /Mass, j 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 

Be lmont , Mas s . 

INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY) 


On April 22. I960 , f~ | 

[ m o l tengorigq rmh 5s rgrasggiy 

with the U. 5* <5oast Guard, tele^honically contacted this 
office to determine what information the FBI had on the 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. He was properly informed as to the 
nature of the FBI files and no information :as given him. 

He wanted to know if the instant Society appeared on the 
"Attorney General's likt". He was properly referred to the 
Subversive Organisation Section, Internal Security Division, 
U. S. Department of justice. He then demanded, particularly 
in view of his former affiliation with the Coast Guard, that 
this office advise him whether instant society appeared on 
the Attorney General's list and appeared quite perturbed 
when he was advised that such information could not be made 
available to him by this office. He was very curt and 
antagonistic. 

indices list I ""I n 100-33399. 

it does not reflect a pertinent serial number and 
name could not be located in this file. 


iWfimamn 




LDM:atl 



DE CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION WIDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 






THE JOHN ‘BIRCH SOcCfY 



Belmont 78 . Massachusetp 


Ma . i960 

{Dictated May 2, I960} 


Fo**Jrr 

Rowert Welch 

Tbt Council 
N, E. A mMH>N, h 
Thomas J. AndERron 
T. Coleman A ndrev* 
John T Beatt* 

SEVILLE BRADEN 

Laurence E. Bunier 
Ralph E. Davis 
1 M. Draskovic k 
Vm. J. Grede 
E. P. Hamilton 
A. G. Heinjomn, Jr- 
Granville F, Knicmt 
Fred C. Koch 
Alpieo Kohlrkrg 
Clarence Mahion 
Frank E. Mailamd, Jr, 
W McMillan 
Adolphe Mcnjou 
Revuo P. Oliver 
Cola G. Parker 
Loua Rutheneueg 
James Sim won , Jr. 

R great Iff . Stoddard 
Charles B- Stone, III 
Ernejt G, S'nicert 


Hon* J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D* C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

Three or four years ago several different friends of mine 
who are, I* believe, also friends of yours, suggested that 1 
ought to have a talk with you, and each on j offered inde- 
pendently to write a letter of introduction on my behalf. 

In each instance I replied that I had sent copies of each 
of my two little books, MAY GOD FORGI /E US and THE 
| LIFE OF* JOHN BIRCH, and that you were regularly re- 
ceiving copies of my magazine, then called ONE MAN ! S 
OPINION but which has now become AMERICAN OPlNJCiN 
although I did not know whether you had e c ■* naa '.mv.: *1 
read either the magazine or the books, A:ig that u did uoi 
seem to me that anything I was doing, be* ond what was rep- 
' resented by these books and the magazine which were al- 
ready at your disposal, was important enough to justify my 
taking up your time, or asking for a chance to do so. 

Then, when I had got the John Birch Soci ty fairly under 
way, I sent you a copy of the Blue Book o: the Society, which 
sets forth the Society* s background, methods, and purposes, 
and tells what we are trying to do, and hew, and why, as well 
aa I know how to explain it all in print. A little later some 
member of an audience down in Tennessee, hearing one of our 
tape recordings, somehow mistook a ref< ~ence I had made to 
my friendship with Dr. J. B, Matthews, and my access io J. 

B. *s files, as a statement that I had access to the FBI *s files* 
As a result, two of your men in Boston came to see me* I not 
only played for them the master tape from which the recording 
used in Tennessee had been taken, and showed them identically 


'<s>o-33# ?9 . 



* f 


[ Ho n, J. Edgar Hoover - 2, - May 3, i960 

the same language in the Blue Book; but I took advantage of that 
opportunity to give them any and all information about The John 
Birch Society which I thought or they thought might be helpful. But 
I still saw no reason to bother you. 

Now, however, I am puzzled by a report from one of our best Co- 
ordinators in the South, who works in Texas, to the effect that the 
FBI, in answering correspondence from some people, especially in 
the Houston area, who have attended either our tape sessions or 
film sessions, has said that n The John Birch Society is a group of 
righteous citizens who do not know the facts* 11 Since giving the plain 
facts concerning the continuous Communist advance, and their meth- 
ods, is the very cofe of our presentations, and since for obvious 
reasons we have had to be meticulously careful and accurate about 
those facts, and since literally hundreds of outstanding conservatives 
or anti-Communists all over the country are corstantly turning to us 
and our small Research Department as a source of facts for their 
own speeches, articles, letters, and other activities, we cannot help 
wondering just what has prompted any such impression as apparently 
has been formed, and then transmitted, by somebody in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

There is nobody in this fight who has supported 1 he FBI and yourself 
more unceasingly, uncompromisingly, or enthusiastically, and nobody 
who more firmly expects to keep right on doing j o. When your book 
provoked a lot of grumbling, and even some louc and rabid dissent, 
on the part of Some of your former strong suppo rters, because of 
what they considered your too favorable attitude :oward the NAACP 
and other organizations , I wrote many pages of letters to some of 
these people to calm them down the essence c£ which was that, 
whether you had leaned over too far backward to try to be fair in some 
of these cases or not, you had been for too many years and still were 
too great and too effective a patriot for any such withdrawal or lessen- 
ing of moral support to be justified. And I am s ,re that you would 
find our treatment of MASTERS OF DECEIT, ir. AMERICAN OPIN- 
ION, one of the most favorable which the book received. 





Hon, J. Edgar Hoover 


May 3, i960 


All of this, as I am sure you have surmised, is 
duction to saying that I should like very much tc 
at least a brief visit with you; and that I should 
Washington for that purpose, at any time which 
ient for yourself, if the time set did not conflict 
portant speaking engagement which I had alread- 
hand. And instead of going through one or more 
of mine, I decided it was certainly simpler and 
for me merely to write directly to yourself. 


merely an intro - 
have a chance for 
i»e glad to go to 
vould be conven- 
with some im- 
y made before - 
:? of these friends 
nrobably better 


I shall be glad to hear from you, also at your convenience, and 
shall be looking forward very much to seeing you and talking with 
you, if the opportunity is offered. In the menatime, with my con- 
tinuing admiration and kind regards, 1 am 

Sincerely, / 





RW:mlp 


Robert Welch 





May 10, 1900 


Mr. ivobert Welch 
Founder 

The John Birch Society, lac. 

Belmont 78, Massachusetts 

jjear Mr. Welch: 

Your letter o! May 3, 1960, concerning an 
alleged statement by the FBI regarding The John Birch 
Society, has been received, and 1 appreciate year bringing 
this matter to my attention. It would appear that your 
representative in Texas has been misinformed since I can 
assure yon the FBI has never made such a comment regarding 
your organisation. 

I certainly wish that I could arrange a 
definite appointment with you. 1 am, however, unable to 
do this in view of the uncertain nature of my schedule. 

Flense feel free to call my office if you are ia Washington 
in the future. If I am not in, one of my assistants will be 
happy to be of service. 



Sincerely yours, 
3 * sugar Hoov*r 


1/- Boston (100-32899) - Enclosure 
1 - Houston (62-1521) - Enclosure 
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0PT10NAI FORM NO. 10 


I I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : SAC (100-32899) 

from : SA 

subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

IS - X 


• » 

©ate: 5/27/60 


lb 6 
fc7C 


On 5/17/60 1 I vislted the Boston Office 

and advised that she had recently perused one of the booklets 
Issued by the above named society and that It was her opinion 
that some of the statements contained therein bordered on 
anti-Americanism. She felt that the booklet was overly critical 
of the present National Administration, the Secretary of State 
and our foreign policy. 



Therefore, 


had nothing of a specific nature to relate, 
no action is necessary regarding her visit. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



On 4/26/60J |a source who has furnished 

reliable information in the past, made available photographs 
of the names and addresses of subscribers maintained by 
"The worker," 23 west 26th Street, NYC, an East Coast 
Communist weekly newspaper. 

A photograph of a subscriber residing in your area 
is attached above for your information. 

No copy of this memo is being retained in the NYO. 

An explanation of the symbols appearing under the 
name and address is set forth on the reverse side of this 
letter. 


1 -Bos ton (100- ) (RM) 




OPTIONAL fOPM NO, 10 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC (100-32899) 


date: 7 -I -60 


FROM : ASAC p. H , STODDARD 
subject: MA j 0 R I l(i^N) 


Majoq I telephanoi— Icalled 

and advised that he had talked to MaJor F^ I of OSI. 

regarding the John Birch Society. He stated he was making 
a speech before this organization and wanted to know if 
they were OK. 


ns attached to the Air Force National Guard, lOij, 

'"TScXI'S'al"" Fighter Group at Barnes Air Force Rs ar. Westfie ld , 
Massachusetts. The society recalled by Major | 1 

pertains to ROBERT H. W. WELCH, Jr., of Belmont;' Mss;"; 

who is the head of this organization (which is anti -Communist) 
and information is set forth in SAC Letter 59-13 dated 3 - 10-59 
concerning this organization. 

The writer contacted Major| | o f QSI. Bqgf prd, Maas 

and he advised he would contact Major ! | Major 

was advised that this information should Be cleared througn 
OSI and that this office had no information to furnish in 
connection with this organization. 

PHSjMCG 

( 1 ) 


ALL E^ORiOLTIOBT COHTAM^© 
SERSBS I£| UNCLASSIFIED) 1 . 




seri: 

* v rTT + \ C'?* 


ED— — , 
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May 20, I960 



Hon, Cecil R. King 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25 , 0. C. 


My dear Mr. King: 

Two days ago my husband and I were invited 
to a presentation by some republican and 30 -called ” conservative" 
friends of ours. It left us quite worried and we believe it 
might be of Interest to you and similar minded members of 
Congress to hear about this and perhaps cast a critical eye 
in the direction of a certain budding organization. 


hich is headed by a Robert Welch, retired former president of 
he Welch Candy Company. It is in form of a motion picture in 
.hich Mr. Welch gives a 2 hour lecture on the aims and structure 


Society is supposedly engaged in a crusade for the fight against 
communism and the influence thereof within the United States, 

Mr. Welch claims the support of many fine known patriots and 
quotes from legitimate and worthy publications, his presentation 
is backed by a tremendous detailed knowledge on the subject of 
communism, by some irrefutable facts and statistics, and by the 
uxideniable need of doing what he proposes to do, namely to combat 
communism and to educate the American Public as to it's dangers. 


Mr. Welch comes out with blatant half- trutns end un-truths in an 
effort to prepare his audience for his final coup: to get them to 
sign up enthusiastically as members of his organization, as 
ambitious fighters against communism, as patriotic defenders of 
their country, and as providers of a secure future for their 
children. Nobody could possibly want to abs tain from such noble 
arabi tions 1 i J 


are these good people all signing up fort 'Mi An organization 
with an authoritarian internal structure (for the sake of 
expedience, they say), not unlike cells. It has a platform 
that recommends extreme isolationism, exclusion of all types 


It was a presentation made by the "John Birch Society" 


f his organization in an effort to win members 


The basic overt aims are very 


rable indeed. The 


However, neatly sandwiched inbeeween facts and figures. 


But, and here is where official investigation 

into his organization becomes greatly desirable: just what 



s- eks to eliminate such institutions 
, as well as all social advances, nn; 
1 1 0 na 1 un J or s tc.ri :j i ng , and *- v an :u e 



i 


the 



eventual abolition of the Republican Form of Government. 

Any thing that disagrees with extreme ri ; btest views is i&blei : 
ailing and abetting the red cause, etc. For example, Mr. bolcn, 
claims that practically everyone in autho rotative position in 
the U. S. Government during the last J>C years has been par- 
ticipating in the "Worid-wide Communist Conspiracy". His 
slogan is; "Less Government, more responsibility, and a better 
World 1" 

how I, a naturalized American Cl tixen, have lived 
under Nazi rule during my formative and young adult years. If 
anyone can smell the rat of fascist agitr lion, it is I. For 
years the principles of Naziism have been drummed into me, I 
have been forced to hear every speech of ..i tier's and G-oebhels * • 

I was forced into Kazi Youth organizations* ..nd I have ffe. t 
the results of such a loathsome type of Government ir. my life 
and on my body. I do net want my children to go through the 
same exceriences. 

Mr. Helen employs the same insidious tactics that made 
Gosb" els famous. I am afraid he is luring many an innocent 
do-gooder into being a card carrying nucleus of a vicious organi- 
zation. The Nazi Party at first claimed it was only trying to 
"combat communism and create a better life." I have heard the 
pleas of former Nazi Party members that all they wanted was to 
do good. I have known the characters of some of these and I 
would vouch that they are telling the truth. I also would vouch 
for some of Hr. belch's new decipies that that was axi they too 
want. When will enough of them be caught in the web that might 
become dangerous to tne rest of us U« 3. Citizens?? 

I also want to mention that both my ousband and I 
are decidedly anti-communist, My husband is an ex-Mil itary 
Intelligence officer now engaged in spe.ee research and I 
escaped with the Russians at my heels from now communist 
dominated areas in East Germany. I left there property and 
friends, I .*&ve seen Communism in action. This, I believe, 
will vouch for my feelings in the matter. Also, after the end 
of the war in the American Gone of Occupation I went on record 
and officially signed statements pointing out to ti. 3. Military 
Authorities places of communist agitation. If nothing else, 
this sureiy g.ot me on the communists' black lists. 

These lectures of the John Eircn Society are held 
to small groups of under 50 people. They can be attended by 
invitation only, and those attending must be previously screened 
as being "conservatives". My husband and I, who make no bones 
about being democrats got in there by mistake through invitation 

by our republican "sparring partners" .-who'll do anything to 

bring about stimulating discussions ( that they got il) 

The Society does not want the Press to he notified or receive 
any publicity. If that isn't undercover, I don't know what is l? 


to see 
tut it 
if you 
called 
studie 
board , 
1 y the 

leaves 
t birrs 


I an not sure, Mr. King, just HOW you will be able 
t hai lecture, unless It Is via aiBEulse or Incognito, 
would be worth all Kinds of trouble to try. ih at is, 
are not already familiar with it^. There is a P^lica ' 
"American Opinion" published by ^r. yelch, thao I h v 
* Sient” it rives the appearance of being more above- 

express 1 ng extremely rirhtiat views* It is main- 
strlcturi ^a character of the John Birch Society that 
one to wonder, as well as the fact that many of the 
they are vehemently against have notmng to do with 


communism. 

Below I will write the name and address of the local 
representative. I would rather not be quoted by name to this 
fellow, since I would not like to embarrass my friends, ihe 
meeting was herd in the building of the Westchester tfomen 
dub — - no connection with it. Neither have I. So much yr 
this for ail it might be worth to you. 


Respectfully yours. 



(H) 



local representative of the John Birch Society 
■ave this address to my friends? 
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JUly 1, I960 




Honorable Cecil R. King 
House of Representatives 
Washington 85* D. C. 

My dear Congressman 1 


X have received your letter dated 



Tour interest and courtesy in furnishing 
this material to me are indeed appreciated, and 
if X can be of assistance at any time in matters 
of mutual Interest* please do not hesitate to 
communicate with me. 


a copy of I 

with your request, 

you. 


>n the liberty of preparing 

| letter* sad in accordance 
am returning the original to 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


iLXZcJSu-: 


Enclosure 

Xj/~ Boston (Enclosures 2) (SEE NOTE) 
f 1 - Loa Angeles (Enclosures 2) (SEE MOTE) 

ATTENTION: SACa, LOS ANGELES AMD BOSTON 

Enclosed for your information are a copy of 
Congressman Cecil R. King’s letter to the Director and a 
Photostat of the letter to the Congressman from — 

(NOTE TO SACs CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 

cdi^'u I JUL 5 'i960 

■?mm ^j-rzrs* 





A/' 


Honorable Cecil R. King 


aDie cava cw 
described byl 
of the John i 


Looel representative 


Robert Welch and the John Mrch Society have 
not been the subjects of invest igatlon by the Bureau. 
Information concerning this individual and organization 
la contained in SAC Letter 60-5. 

The Bureau has had numerous cordial contacts 
with Congressman King. 



THUS COPY 
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CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

June 24 , i960 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


. - ] ls submitted for 

your attention. 

I would appreciate the return of the enclosure 
when It has served your purpose. 

With all good wishes. 


Very sincerely, 

/s/ Cecil R. King 

Cecil R. King, M. C. 


CRK: lc 
Enel 
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I'iv * Si 1*^5 

:i®. accordance with cur telephone conversation 

i 

tc^cy cor.c Q rating a aevfa item published July pi, i960 
in tht* Milwaukee Journal, a Most disturbing article to 
— — i — say- the least, -I aar encl o 3im~it for "you to photo b ta t“~" Tt 
and use. Please return this original to me;, ae I 
hairs- been, requested to return it to evy friend 1 in 
Wi scored 


Wae~. you are able to obtain any information 
relative to this item , 1 would certainly appreciate 
your advising ns 5 as you agreed. 


Thank you for your xindneas. 
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'All that is necessary for the forces of evil to win in the world is for enough good men to do nothing A 

Edmund Burl{e 





1*70 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 
August 30, I960 


The Honorable Balden G. Bly, Jr* 

House of RepneiiSataflWr- 

State House 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir* / 

y 

Your letter postmarked August 2$, I960 with 
enclosures has been received, and the interest that 
prompted your communication is Indeed appreciated* 

While I would Ilka to be of assistance, 
the function of the FBI as a fact-gathering agency 
does not extend to furnishing ©valuations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
organisation or publication* I regret, therefore, that 
I am unable to comply with your request. 

Very truly yours, 


L. L, LAUGHLIN 
Special Agent in Charge 


100-32899 - 

LMMsmaj 
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Belmont Seat of B irch, Society 


Extreme. Rights 
Take Aim at Lefts 


By STANLEY EAMES 
(This is the first of three stories.) 

Extremists in search of a political home never 
have lacked for strange places to rest their (heads. 
This year, with a moderate government in prospect 
regardless of the election’s outcome, disciples of 
the Far Right are being offered a haven in the 
John Birch Society. 

* ★ ★ 

The Society is (he creation of Robe rt H. W. Welch Jr ultra- 
conservative, retired Cambridge c'aody manufacturer. It might 
have remained a behind-the-scenes organization, as Welch in- 
tended it to he, had it not been for its founder’s 100, 000-word 
“letter to a friend," titled “The Politician," 


In The Politician,” Welch charged (hat President Eisen- 
hower , s a dedicated, conscious Communist agent, answerable 
to his brother Milton (Ike’s alleged boss in the Party), and for 
whose actions “there is only one word-treason.’* 


(Continued on Page Eight, Section II) 


Boston KriHcarij "80s toiT ? *" lass*”*” 
Boston Globe,, Boston* Hass* 

X Boston Herald., Boston* 1& ss» Sunday 

JBostca Traveler* Boston* M*ss* 

^Christian Science lonitor* 

Boston* ii£asse 

Daily Record^ 3oston, ifess* 


Date: August 28, I960 

Editions Late City Edition 

Authors ft BIBLES' EAMES 
Editors 

Title: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY" 
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'i$reme Rights 
Take Aim at Lefts 


(Continued from First Page) 

$ "The Politician 1 ' also described 
framer Presidents Truman and 
Roosevelt as tools of international 
Communism, along Witt the Dul- 
les brothers and- various other 
high government officials. 

Written in 1854 and added to 
from time to time, "The Politi- 
cian" was intended as a semi- 
secret document outlining the pro- 
gress of Communism, and parti- 
cularly in the United States. 

In the black-bound tome Welch 
describes the contents as "com- 

G ’ tely private and confidential" 
in the midwest, where the 
John Birch Society is perhaps at 
its strongest, a copy leaked to a 
newspaper, together with the im- 
plication that it is the society’s 


appointments during the past year 
make no sense whatever except 
as a part of a plan to help the 
Communists".) 

"The Politician” grew like Top- 
sy; ; Welch is a prolific and'er- 
suasive writer; years ago he also 
wrote with wit and charm. After 
the first copy, intended to go to 
"one friend” and expanded to a 
few more, he says the demand for 
it grew, 

"I added to it every time I 
got requests for tt," he said, 
"By 1955 It had grown to 6,000 
words, By 1958, it was up to 
80,000. At that point I decided 
to reproduce it by offset - but 
it’s still just a long letter to a 
friend.” 1 



Welch this week heatedly denied 


He declined to reveal how many 1 
copies are out, except to say it 
‘in the low hundreds", Its 
major purpose, he insists, is aim-! 
'ply to alert its readers to “the| 
incredible pattern of help to Com- 


NOT FOR PRINT 

and his hand book. i t . _._ r 

"Four-fifth* of our mpmtieisimunism by our govermm'ni 
never have seen it and most of 
those who have don’t agree with SEEKS WITHDRAWAL 
It,” he said in an interview im 
Ms Belmont office. 


A COMMUNIST WORLD?— Fear of spread of Red influence has moved Robert 
H, W. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, who once called President Eisenhower a Com* 
munist, to form the John Birth Society, a controversial organization with which 
he opposes Communism and welfare state. 


"Do yon still think Elsenhow- 
er is a Communist?" he was 


“I never felt that way enough 
<« lay It in print,” Welch re- 
plied. "Now I don't know what 
I think, Elsenhower may he too 
dumb to be a Communist”, 

(On Jan. 1, 1960, Welch added as 
I footnote to "The Politician": 
’s 


Nevertheless, be added, he now 
intends to try to withdraw each 
copy, and get it out of circulation 
as quickly a spossible. 

If he suspected President Eis- 
enhower of Communist leanings, 
Welch was asked, how about the) 
four Presidential and Vice-Presi- 
dential candidates? 

“1 don't think any one is a 
Communist," he said, "or favor- 
able to Communist aims. But 
every one of the four is will- 
ing to be soft ou Communism 


and to he blind to the tad that 
their actions help the Commun- 
ist purpose - to get the left- 
wing support needed tor elec- 


What will the John Birch So- 


The John Birch Society is noj 
essentially political, he said: "We 
are not out to start a third party,' 
|but we can be a strong force 
behind a third party if that’s 
the only way. The society didn’t 


ciety, which Welch bosses almost'for the Presidential nomination: 


completely, do in the coming elec- 
tion? 


"I have fo let the members ^ _ __ 

[know in September what I’m go-Un national convention, 
ing to do,” he said, “we were alb 
set for a write-in drive for Gold- 
water, hut he doesn’t want it. 

I do know that I can’t vote fori 
Nixon and Lodge.” I 




jbut a lot of tte members did asi 
individuals,” Welch himself was 
ja prime organizer of the abortive 
Goldwater rally at the Repnbli- 


In fact, when Welch was out- 
lining the formation of the societyl 
at a meeting in Indianapolis on 
Dec. 9, 1958, he briefly considered 
„ - 



its leader, but found 
* 1 . masons why it wouldn't 

dfc, He considered even more brief- 
Vice-President Nixon l il one of the 
ablest, shrewdest and slipperiest' 
politicians on the American scene, 
but not a leader^). 

He concluded* not surprising- 
ly, that he was the man for 
j the job. And he laid down some 
tough requirements for member- 
ship, chief among which was 
something approaching unques- 
tioning obedience. 

In his “Blue Book’*, consisting 
of the 174-page speech he d^liv- 1 
„ ered in several marathon sessions 
at Indianapolis, Welch said the 
society “is to be a monolithic 
body. 

“Democracy, 1 * he declared, “is 
merely a deceptive phrase, a wea- 
pon of demagoguery* a perennial 
fraud.” He spoke of the “advan- 
tages of firm and positive direc- 
tion of the society’s energies”, 

. and pledged: 

“We are going to cat through 
the red tape and parliamentary 
briar patches and roadblocks of 
confused purpose with direct au- 
thority at every turn, The men 
who join the John Birch So- 
ciety , . , are going to be doing 
so primarily because they be- 
lieve in me and what I am doing 
and are willing to accept my 
leadership anyway* 

“And we are going to use that 
loyalty, like every other resource, 
to the fullest possible advantage. 

MUM ON SIZE 
“Those members who cease to 
feel the necessary degree of loy-[ 
alty can either resign or will be 
put out before they build up any 
splintering following of their own 
inside the society” . 

Welch this week said this posi- 
tion was taken to avoid Com- 
munist infiltration within the so- 
ciety. 

Apparently, although Welch 
refuses to give figures on the 
size of the society, it has a sub- 
stantial membership willing to 
adhere to these conditions. 

Society publications, including, 
the magazine “American Opin- 
ion”, give the Belmont post of- 
fice its largest single source of 
revenue, approaching $25,000 a 
year* 

(TOMORROW: What is the 
John Birch Society, and what 
fa it doing?) 
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Works Behind Scenes 

Schools Target 
Of Reds' Enemy 

By STANLEY EAMES 
(Second of three stories) 

The John Birch Society was organized, ac- 
cording to its founder and boss, Robert H. W, 
Welch Jr, of Belmont, to do two things: fight Com- 
munTsm and work for less government, more indi- 
vidual responsibility, and a better world. 

* * * 

It is not a secret society, he insists. The names of mem- 
bers of its council, including three respected Massachusetts 
men, are on its letterhead for all to see, 

* , * * 

But the Society, which came into the limelight recently 
«•- L " m * (Continued on Page Four) 


Boston American, Boston, MUss* 

Boston Globe, Boston, Mass. 

X B oston Herald, Boston, Mass, 

Boston Traveler, Boston, It^ss* 

Christian Science Monitor, 

Boston, Ithss. 

Daily Record, Boston, Mass . 


| Date : August 29, I960 
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Of Reds' Enemy 

/ “Some (Protestant) preachers,” 

(Continued from First Page) he * ro J e ’ '' actua,ly U * C 

pulpits to nr each outright Com- 

when Welch's 302-page “letter to a friend” blasting President maoism.” 

Eisenhower as a dedicated Communist agent leaked to the .. , b , 

press, prefers to work behind th e scenes, he said this week. ^ „ he m The Hpr 

“We don't seek publicly," Welchl . , . aid. “Most’ ftf them are loaded 

declared “We try to build with- Hcved be * he slead> h and there aren’t any decent sub- 
declared. We try to mum wun of soc|alism< stitutes. IVe need anti-Commu* 

out making a lot of noise. nist le8 t s » » 

. „ , . . . ... Welch was vice-chairman of the 

Working through chapter of 10 Masgachusetts G0P finance com- l n J : nnni ; ftn P/cpc 
to 20 persons, the Society makes (mittee in 1948, worked for Eisen- tnuiyuouun ixoco 
Us first aim the ferreting out hower’s election in 1952, and ran Welch sl owed righteous indig- 
and fighting of any influence it for the Republican nomination for nai . ^ ... warmp( i to his 
believes to be Communistic. Heutenant-govemor in 1950, finish- *** “ 1 * he 

And It believes a great many of 7 . * .... wpic. The text writers, ne 

them to be. !f£, said * " Cf rt take elementary 


reading. 

I In addition, a small Hood of 
print, in the form of Welch's 
magazine, “American Opinion”, 
and the Society's periodically is* 


J\ii , r Schools K^SseVsV^i^afsuck lth arlthmclic and ’ by making .* he 

(Watches jChOOlS prohlenis deal with money that 

, ... , .. In 1954 he served as New Eng- medicine costs poor Father, 

In the process it barrages public ] an( j v j cc -p re sident of the Nation- glorify socialized medicine and 
officials with cards and letters, a i Assocation of Manufacturers the welfare state, 
works to keep commentators re- and as chairman of one of its , ... 

fleeting to viewpoint in busing, m«* comm,ttees on education. J* ■£. 
pays particular attention to school in 195 c, he advocated the form- getting ooin people elected to 
textbooks and provides its mem- ation of a third party and today school committees. We re pointing 

bers with long lists of “approved” dearly would be happy to throw out bad hooks and getting the 

I ,. what may be his considerable wors t of them thrown out. We’re 

ie 8 ’ support behind such a party. He getting good elementary texts wrt* 

I In addition, a small flood of however, realistic enough not ten and keeping them objective, 
print, in the form of Welch’s to expect it to happen at this v. r e’re not trying to do an anti- 
magazine, “American Opinion”, Communist job in this field, ex- 

and the. Society's periodically is- , , , , . ... , cept in history. History should be 

sued bulletin, patriotic history.- 

ISIS All of it is hiuhlv charged ^on-fisted authority is to “harass Welch, woe understands sharply 
material concerning the alleged the edge iL of ,? e ene ,™ y ) vhile we works constantly to educate not 
infiltration of Reds in U. S. gov- £ row > The enemy , of course, or ,j y school committees but hw 
enmient; the .Tune bulletin, for is first and foremost any acknovvl- mem bers. “We send Red liter- 
examnlr says the U-2 plane was cd S ed Communist. Secondly, and ature to members so they can see 
ES? P 0 ; er Russia “deliberate- *his embraces a great deal of ter- the othe r side," he said. “Our 
as a part or the act,” rit ory, and advocates of any- bi ue stickers say a book is ap- 
thing beyond minimal government. p r0 yed by he John Birch Society; 
This is mild for Welch, who In Many in the latter category find £ mcaTls ‘ v e think it was written 
the past has branded a large num* themselves tarred with the pink from an Americanist viewpoint, 
ber of U.S. officials as agents of paintbmsh. 

the Kremlin, but who says the , , , .. “Our Red label means a book 

should not. be identified Am°ng Welch s aims are the is the pr0I , ( > rty 0 f but has not yet 
in any wav with these utterances, establishment of reading rooms, been ap p r <,y e d by the John Birch 
many of them made before the « ow operating m Florida and Cal- Society Y o can really make some- 
group was organized in 1958. iforrna; promotion of the Welch 0 f fat if you want to, I 
*» v publications (he has given his suopose •• , ,, added. 

Cnn/i\j fvnpri stock in the monthly publication ^ 

UOnoy c a pen “American Opinion” to the So- (Tomnrrov Is the John Birch 

To understand the Society’s ciety) ; support of radio shows of goc i e t y a -‘hate” organization?) 
viewpoint it is necessary to know such coiruncntators fls Hub er t 
Welch's own position, for he is K regel okin Springfield, an associ 
the fountainhead and lifeblood of We editor of “American Opinion, 
the organization, and former Notre Dame Law 

School Dean Clarence Mamon, a 
He was born bO years ago on mem ber of the SocTe^s Council 
North Carolina farm, educated an( { frequent letter-writing cam 
at the University of North Caro- pa jg ns> 
lina, U.S. Naval Academy and 
Harvard Law School. He came to 'franfc' pnvored 
Boston 1 1919 and has spent most 1 1 

of the time here since then. < Welch also advocates the use 
„ ... of “fronts,” a technique widely 

He was noted for years as one used b his enemy. Among 
of the most successful sales and those he hag fiag g cstc d, for ex 
advertising executives in the candy lfij were A Fetiti(lll to Im 
business, serving as vice-president eh Ear , Warre „ t a commit 
of the^ Jarnes O. Wdch Company tee (o investigate Communist 
headed by TfiTs ^brother. He now i n f| U( >nce a t Vassar, Women 
gives full time to his Society. Against Labor Union Hoodlum- 
Dynamic, capable of making fm, and a Petition to the Air 
the most extreme proposition Lme Pdots Association (surely 
sound highly plausible, he has ? s capitalistic a group as ever 
traveled well over a million hvcd) to Grow l p - 


miles la his lifelong search for 
knowledge about what he be* 


At the time of the Society’s 


i— Hot ojW Society % 

Anti-Red Group Weakest in N.E. \| 


By STANLEY EAMES 
(Third of three stories) 

Is the John Birch Society a “hate” organization? 

Robert H.W, Welch. I t, of Belmont, its 60-year- 
old lounHer and boss, who once termed President Eis- 
enhower a Communist agent subject to the orders of 
his brother (and alleged superior in the Party), Mil- 
ton, denies it forcefully. 

t ★ ★ 

'IVb haven't got a ‘hater* anywhere in our membership, And 
our membership, reaches into about 20 states, with about 25 chap- 
ters in Greater Boston alone/' he says, 

★ ★ ★ 

Welch insists the organization is no more nor less than a 
society dedicated to the eradication of Communism and the sub- 
stitution of less, and better, government for big, bad government,., 


Although he says time and 
again the group is not a secret 
society, Welch is vague about its 
size and the degree of its in- 
nationa l affairs, 


Welch in 1958 be- 
fore what he terms a meeting 
of top U. S, industrialist, it has 
mushroomed into all parts of the] 
nation. He says it is strongest in 
Tennessee, Texas and Southern] 
California— strongholds respective* 
ly of arch-conservatism and vari- 
ous kinds of fanaticism. 

Hardest Area 

‘We're not too strong in Newt 
Ei gland,” he admitted. "This is : 
thf hardest part of the rnuntr v in 
which to wake up jEple against 
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4 ^Comrmm ists, His periodically-l have to Jake the nl'Vjjt 

1'_i„ fin i.u . ii. . 


is® bulletin lists one to 20 sponsibiM he told The HeralJ. 
chapters of 10 to 20 persons each On occ<V he will admit in .his 
in Maine, New Hampshire, Mas* bulletin that members have crit* 
sachusetts, Connecticut, New iciscd slogans (to Ike, on the sum- 
York, Virginia, South Carolina, mit conference: “If you go, don’t 
Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Tex* come back!") as being in bad 
as, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, taste. On those occasions, he re* 
Iowa, California, Oregon and minds members that nobody is 
Washington. This would Imply a forcing them to stay, 
membership somewhere in the .. D „ y » he m thjs re . 
honsands possrbly in the low ^ desirable in sma|[ 
hundreds of thousands. ganizations. In larger ones you 

"We went out for a million need a republic, the best of all 
members, but that may have possible forms of government.” 
•been the result of talking he- jSome members have muttered! 
fore experience," he said. "We that Welch is running a dictator- 
find that getting the solid, ded- ship, 
ieated members that we want , . * . 

-not just anticommunists- is aj^Of B Oil flu 
slower process than we ex- Welch periodically issues "as* 
pected, We have also found out," signmenls” to members, although I 
he said," that what we can ac- they are not bouund to carry! 
fomplish through small chap. lhem ^ A recfflt M j^J 
ters is immensely greater than ... . „ J ’ > 

we thought " viTitmg to discourage Rep. Walter! 

from leaving the House un-Amer-l 
Named for a U. S. missionary- fcan Activities subcommittee; and 
chaplain murdered by Chinese starting a drive to abolish foreign 
Communists, the Society now has aid. Another such list urged the 
- 17 home-office and 35 field em* support of an anti * Communist 
| ployes. school in Illinois; read a book 

| ttt , , , on Welch’s “proved” list; send 

| , Vtelch works through an organ- anti-Castro postcards to Secretary 
|| Hatton of "coordinators”, who of State Herter (who somehow 
5 chapters with the help has miraculously escaped Welch’s 
A of movies of Welch delivering charge of Communism); fight the 
i speeches, one of which lasts six import of foreign nails: heckle 
[} ^urs with a coffee-break. speakers at United World Federal- 
i w r L A . , ists* meetings; don’t believe - 
g McLarthf Admifers and do promptly report-rumors 

) Ninety-five per cent of the So- aboufc Wekh * 
i ciety’s membership, he says, are The f omK j e r’ s phi i osophy of 
ft admirers of the late Sen. Joseph government is simpel: the less 
I McCarthy, with whom Welch once the better. 

| shared a platform here. But mem* 

; bers "are ail kinds of people,” “If we can stimulate enough 
l he said, "ranging in age from against the Communists," he 
£ 16 to 90. said, "we will become as strong 

; force of individuals working very 

! “In one large Texas city we hard to bring about an era of 
j have two or three chapters. One I, ss government and more in- 
l > s ma( l e up »t top financial' dividual responsibility.” 
i people, another of carpenters \ 

l who worked for our coordinator, What, he was asked, would jbe 
t another of Negroes, mostly serv- done about the sick and the plor 
f ants." The Society is bitterly under the kind of government jhe 
» against "forced integration" as envisions? _ 1 | 

j a violation of state’s rights. 

I* Some college chapters are be- 
t ing launched, but with "adult 
\ leaders," Welch revealed. 

J The Society levies dues of $24 

* annually for men and $12 for 
f women; a life membership costs 
' $1000, It has been in the black 
f at all times "because we don't 
? ! grow until we can afford it," he 
; ; said .Although details of the So- 
il ciety’s finances are secret, he 

• jonce launched a drive "to raise 
an additional $1,000,000 a year." 

’Coordinators are paid, chapter 
‘ leaders— and the top leader, Welch 
’ -are not. 

Every member signs a pledge 
to agree that he or she can be 
fired from the Society without 
reason at any time, but Welch 
says it has not been used. 

on my Council but J 


dividual responsibility." 

What, he was asked, would |be 


\Peop!fSoun(ler iKr ^‘ j 

“if^Muld keep Social Se- 
curity business.” Welch re-f 
plied, “viih the charitableness off 
the Ame 'Tan heart, you would see 
the best pension plans the world' 
has ever known! You’ve got a dem- 1 
agogic Wig the 

American people they want this 
and that. The people are sounder 
than their government Bellboys 
and cab drivers are more alert 
to the Communist menace than 
banker.,." The burden of his phil- 
osophy appeared to be that people 
will take care of their own better 
than gevemment— if government 
doesn't dc the job for them. 

What will be the Mure of hisi 
Society? 

'That depends on how fast 
the Communists win," Welch 
. said. "They’re taking the world 
pretty dam fast, Just look at the 
scorec; We are in danger." 

In "T'e Life of John Birch," 
one of ^veral books by Welch, 
the Belmont crusader uses the 
story n ; a Georgia farm boy- 
turned-rmionary to point up 
what hr considers "the ordeal of 
this age." 

! 

MISSIONARY WORK 
Bird, a descendant, nf John 
Aldcn, volunteered for mission- 
ary wrk in China; what he did 
was ii'ietligence work, for the 
most part, and according to the 
late (>> n. Claire Chennault he 
was evimmely good at it. Be- 
coming an Army captain, he 
saved many downed fliers, set 
up ra tio networks, penetrated 
enemy lines, supervised the 
buildir: of airfields, and 
through b all found the time 
and a ll to preach the Gospel, 

He v h a missionary-spy with 
couragi dash and humor, and 
sufficiently dedicated to break 
off an engagement to a Bed Cross 
girl wifn it seemed his life 
would "f too rough for a woman 
to sha * 

At I * war’s end Birch was 
singled nut from a party of Chi- 
nese nd Americans, and was 
shot ? id bayoneted by Chinese 
Comm nists-a fact, according 
to Web, that the War Depart- 
ment 1 M buried as long and as 
deep ! < it could. 

In F-rch’s death, Welch sees 
the v hole capitalist-communist 
issue vmbolized and dramatized, 
His book, after dealing with 
Birch' life and death, goes on to 
allege ‘hat the U.S, government 
is Communist-riddled, and says 
his pi fiose is to make sure that 
"John Birch did not die in vain." 

R if climaxed by Welch’s bald j 
statement that Christianity nrf 
Communism "must be completely! 
destroyed " i 

The John Birch Society, with 
its imemperate viewpoint and its 
founder’s shotgun-accusations, is 
for fighting his own 
4 privatTwar agains t Corntrunisml 
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